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Mothers’ Union works through 4 million members in
84 countries, fighting poverty, injustice and tackling family issues.
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to change the ways we work and
support those who benefit from our
services.
Now is the time to:
 Transform ourselves, personally
and spiritually, to live out our faith.
 Transform the churches and
communities we work with and of
which we are a part, to reflect
Christ’s kingdom.
 Transform Mothers’ Union to be
relevant for 21st century life.’
“For with God nothing shall be
impossible” (Luke 1:37). In 2022, we
can be creative as to how we might
meet, what we might do and how we
keep in touch. Why not discuss in your
branch meeting: what we used to do;
what we’ve done recently; what will
we do in the future? And make good
use of the resources available to us on
the Mothers’ Union web site. If you no
longer have a Mothers’ Union branch
within reach, your trustees are
encouraging faithful Mothers’ Union
members to become Diocesan
members to support the varied
programmes and projects run by
Mothers’ Union at Diocesan, National
and International level. Mothers’
Union members, who choose to do so,
receive the monthly Enews from
Mothers’ Union Oxford, monthly
Enews from Mary Sumner House,
Focus and Connected magazine.
Diocesan members will receive
correspondence from Rev. Lady Denise
Brown.
We are looking forward to sharing
the Lady Day service on 25th March and

From our Trustees

Dear Friends,
“Mothers’ Union are the heart
and love of the Church”, said Justin
Welby the Archbishop of Canterbury.
How do we increase the
number of people who think like the
Archbishop of Canterbury? Answer:
Ask the four million Mothers’ Union
members around the world to
encourage one more person to join
Mothers’ Union and then take it one
step further….
Transformation Now: our
vision for 2022. I’ve been looking at
the Mothers’ Union website and if you
do the same, you will see the message.
As we approach the start of a
new triennium at Mothers’ Union and
look towards the future with fresh
vision, our goal for 2022 is
Transformation Now! Our members
have shown such incredible resilience,
responsiveness
and
adaptability
throughout the global pandemic. As an
organisation, the pandemic forced us
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the Spring meeting after the Lady Day
service with as many members as
possible. As a Mothers’ Union
member, enjoy thinking about the way
forward and our vision for 2022. With
love and prayers.

is reminded of the death of her
beloved father. And of course, this year
she is on her own at Sandringham, still
mourning the loss of her husband. A
real mixture of things to reflect upon.
And in reflecting, it seems to
me that all of this sets us up for our
new triennium. We will all have
difficult memories of the events of the
last two years, and yet this is a year
when we are all looking forward to
getting back to more normal times.
Looking forward to being able to meet
up in person, to get to all our meetings
and meet all our friends and relations
without fear. Our Mothers’ Union
theme for this year is ‘Transformation
Now!’ and as we enjoy the sight of new
growth in our churchyards that will
transform them from rather dull grey
places to places of beauty and
reminders of God’s creation, we pray
that there will be transformation in so
many things for us. We can make a real
difference in the lives of so many
through our projects, our prayers and
our ability to show the love of Jesus to
all with whom we come into contact.
To quote from the Queen’ Christmas
message in 2002:

Val Bolan

From our Diocesan
Chaplain

Dear Friends,
As I write this the snowdrops
are out in our churchyards and along
the banks on the lanes in the villages
around me. The daffodils and narcissus
in the tubs on my balcony are poking
through the soil and there is a real
sense of new life, even on grey cold
days. It is also the weekend when we
are celebrating the 70th Anniversary of
Her Majesty the Queen’s Accession to
the throne. A time of joy that she has
served us for so long but also a rather
bittersweet celebration as Her Majesty

“Each day is a new beginning. I know
that the only way to live my life is to
try to do what is right, to take the long
view, to give of my best in all that the
day brings and to put my trust in God.”
Wishing you every blessing, and my
love and prayers to you all.

Mary Harwood
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dear Editor,

Dear Editor,

In early December, members
of the Chesham Branch joined together
in a Prayer Vigil for the 16 Days of
Activism
against
gender-based
violence. We found it a very moving
experience, using resources from the
16 Days Prayer Diary which we had
received, as a focus to our prayers.
Afterwards we had a short discussion,
which proved to be very informative.
Our members had been
relieved to resume our face to face
meetings back in May and for some of
those meetings we enjoyed having a
guest speaker. In July we celebrated
with a tea party and later on, just
before Plan B was introduced we were
able to meet together for a Christmas
dinner. Let’s hope that this year we will
be able to follow our planned
programme for the full year.

We had a wonderful Branch meeting
in January with “Carol of the Bells”.
We joined in with a well organised
ringing of the bells ourselves. In the
picture below are Jean Beck and
Audrey Wilkes enjoying the bell
ringing. Jean will be 90 on 25th
February.

Gill Pearce

Ingrid Pooler

The picture below that shows our
good friend Heather Florence ringing
her bell.

Earley St Nicolas

Chesham
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Just a thought…

A prayer from an MU member in
Canada -

‘If Winter comes can Spring be
far behind?’ P.B.Shelley

Dear Lord, we thank you for the
season of Winter. For the time to
reflect, the time to devote to you, the
time to unclutter our lives.

This morning was bright and
frosty – the best sort of January day
after a week of mist and damp. It was
ideal for a walk but as I am currently in
quarantine, preparing for a minor
medical procedure, I walked alone.

Bless all those who are in a Winter
season in their lives, be near them as
they struggle. May they feel your
presence and see the possibility of
new hope on the horizon.

With no one to chat to I paid
much more attention to the birdsong
and took the opportunity to ponder
the natural world around me. The birds
sang, the sky was blue and the catkins
danced. It was a special day.

We ask this in the name of our everpresent and ever-loving Lord. Amen

Val Rushton

Winter may often seem a
rather drab season but it nurtures the
signs and sounds of new life to assure
us that Spring is on the way.
As we begin the season of
Lent, with its tenor of discipline and
simplicity, let us not forget that, like
Winter, it can have its own special
moments and is a precious opportunity
to ponder the truth that God is with us
on the drab days as well as the sunny
days and the promise of Easter is on
the horizon.
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Oxford Leadership Team: we need your help
As we step out together into a new triennium, many of us across MU
Oxford are taking on new roles within branches, deaneries and at diocesan
level and there are a number of roles that we are still seeking to fill. This is
both a challenge and an opportunity. A challenge for those of us in post to
cover the gaps and enable the work of our wonderful organisation to
continue. An opportunity for us as individuals to discern afresh God’s will in
our lives, try new things and find new ways to support children and families in
our local communities.
There have been some changes to our trustee board which starts the
new triennium as follows:
North Buckinghamshire (acting)
Rachel Buckley (also Webmaster)

Area Vice-Presidents
Oxfordshire
Tricia Campbell (also MUe Rep.)

West Berkshire
Val Bolan

South Buckinghamshire (acting)
Christine Beynon

East Berkshire (acting)
Jean Vaughan (also Action &
Outreach Coordinator)
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Diocesan President
Post vacant, the role is
being shared out
across existing
trustees.

Chaplain
Rev. Mary Harwood our chaplain is not a trustee
but attends all trustee meetings and plays a vital
role in supporting and advising the trustee board.

Unit Coordinators
Finance & Admin (acting)
Rev. Louise Butler

Fundraising & Communications
Jenny Searle

Prayer & Spirituality
Rev. Rita Ball
Action & Outreach
Jean Vaughan

General Trustees
Diocesan Members Rep
Rev. Lady Denise Brown
(also Safeguarding Officer)

Praying Fellowship
Rosie Jackson-Kilham
(also Facebook Moderator)
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Those of you with eagle eyes
will have spotted a new name in the list
of trustees: Rev. Rita Ball has joined to
lead the Prayer and Spirituality Unit.
Welcome Rita.
Where an individual is shown
as ‘acting’ in a specific role it means
that they have served six years and
should be stepping down but cannot
because there is no-one to replace
them. So you can see that we need to
recruit a new Diocesan President,
three new Area Vice-Presidents and a
Unit coordinator for Finance and
Admin. If you are interested in any of
these roles please contact your Area
Vice-President for an initial discussion.
Within the extended leadership team
there are also a number of other roles
which we need to fill:

workload of producing the magazine. If
you feel you could help with this, or
know someone in your church who
could, please get in touch with Jenny
Searle,
Fundraising
and
Communications Coordinator.
Fundraiser:
The Fundraising and
Communications Unit would like to
add a new member with a focus on
fundraising. If you have experience or
just a keen interest in raising funds to
support our work across the Diocese
please get in touch with Jenny Searle,
Fundraising and Communications
Coordinator.
Contact details for all our office
holders are on Page 2.
Leadership within Mothers’
Union is a team affair; no-one is left to
struggle on their own with
responsibilities they feel they cannot
handle; and, as part of the team, there
are enormous rewards in seeing how
we are able, together, to further God’s
work right across the diocese. Do you
value Mothers’ Union and the work we
do? Do you want us to be able to
continue this work and reach even
more people in need? Then please
consider stepping forward. Come along
to the Lady Day and Commissioning
Service, meet the trustees and discuss
how you can help.

Diocesan Treasurer: After 13 years in
the post, Geoff Ball has stepped down
and we need to find someone to
replace him. See article from Louise
Butler on page 11 for further details.
Focus Editor:
Focus is the only
publication which goes to every
member of Mothers’ Union in the
Oxford Diocese. The editor leads the
editorial team; sets the style and feel
of the magazine and coordinates with
contributors. It is not a highly technical
role though you do have to be able to
use email. All the desktop publishing
and layout work is done by our
Membership Secretary, Eve MadeleyWyatt. We have been without an
editor for over two years now and
filling this role would really spread the

Jenny Searle

Fundraising & Communications
Coordinator
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another Trustee. We look forward to
guidance and support from a new
Treasurer. Above all, keep this need
in your prayers.
With many thanks

Calling all MU members
We need help from our branches and
Diocesan Members to find a new
Treasurer for Mothers’ Union in the
Diocese. THIS IS YOU!
Eve has taken over the day-to-day
financial work recording all our
income and expenditure, which is
tremendous. However, we do need a
“qualified” person to monitor this
work, help with bi-monthly reports to
the Trustees and to prepare Draft
Accounts for 2021.
Please discuss this within
your branch and among church
members. We pray you will be able to
discern if there is someone in your
congregation who is an accountant
with a little spare time, or perhaps
someone who is newly retired. They
do not have to be a Mothers’ Union
member, but hopefully they will find
out from you the valuable work that
MU does locally, nationally and
overseas and want to support our
organisation to flourish and continue
our care for families worldwide.
There is a job description on
our website, but perhaps in the first
instance you, yourself, or the person
who is considering this role, may like
to speak to me, Louise Butler, as
acting Finance & Admin Unit
Coordinator, to gain some initial
understanding. There is a keen team
in the F&A Unit of Eve, myself, Rennie
Buxton, Peter Butler and Fiona
Archer-Lock aided by Jenny Searle,

Louise Butler

F&A Acting Coordinator;
07837 009730 or email
finance@muoxford.org.uk
Donating to our work
Another way to support the
work of Mothers’ Union is by donating;
and there are several different funds
which you can support in this way.
Here is a brief rundown as
individual members and branches
decide where to allocate money raised
for MU Funds at this time of year.
Thank you to a branch leader who
requested this information.
DIOCESAN
General Fund – often overlooked, but
we have more “office” expenditure as
Eve takes over vital financial work and
we need to keep communicating with
our Praying Fellowship and Diocesan
members. Postage keeps rising!
AFIA – always welcome enabling us to
fund holidays and shorter breaks for
disadvantaged families. These costs
keep rising.
Projects – put your “Count your
Blessings” money here as well as
further donations. Currently this fund
goes towards supporting our activities
involving Baby Basics, Prisons, Children
Heard & Seen and Hospitals. This year
11

Trustees are working on a scheme to
enable branches to apply for a grant
from this fund for work in their
communities.

Quiz
1. How many teeth does an adult
human have?
2. What is the largest bird of prey
in the world?
3. In which sport would you use
a shuttlecock?
4. Who is fifth in line to the
British throne?
5. What is the biggest state in
America?
6. Who wrote Snow White and
The Seven Dwarfs?
7. What is the capital of Hawaii?
8. Enchiladas originated in which
country?
9. In Dirty Dancing, what is
Baby's first name?
10. How many eggs does the
average chicken lay per year?
11. In which English seaside town
was ‘Fawlty Towers’ set?
12. What is a group of lions
called?
13. What animal alive today is
even bigger than a dinosaur?
14. What
alcohol
do
you
traditionally use to flame a
Christmas pudding?
15. What is a baby kangaroo
called?

CENTRAL
General Fund: supporting all the work
at Mary Sumner House, to keep the
whole organisation running efficiently.
Britain & Ireland Fund: Dioceses in UK
and Ireland can apply here for grants
towards Diocesan Projects, e.g.
funding a local Parenting co-ordinator.
Overseas Fund: Funding work to
transform communities where it is
most needed across the world, mostly
initiated and sustained by local MU
women.

Quiz Answers
1. 32
2. Andean Condor
3. Badminton
4. Prince Louis
5. Alaska
6. The Brothers Grimm
7. Honolulu
8. Mexico
9. Frances
10. 260
11. Torquay
12. A pride
13. Blue Whale
14. Brandy (or rum)
15. A joey
12

WAVE OF PRAYER 20 - 22 April 2022.

linking our dioceses of:
OXFORD and SOUTHWARK (England);
VICTORIA NYANZA (Tanzania);
KINSHASA (Democratic Republic of Congo);
AHOADA and WARRI (Nigeria);
PORT MORESBY (Papua New Guinea)
You may be praying alone, with one or two others, in a
Branch meeting or a diocesan celebration; you may wish
to find a focus of light – a candle or a shaft of sunlight or
a bright flower; you may think of your prayer as a
mighty ocean wave crashing against a rocky shore or a
tiny ripple made by a raindrop in a puddle.
Light and water are reminders of our baptism, our unity
in the family of Jesus; in this Easter season words from
the eucharistic preface for a baptism:
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Gracious God we give you thanks because by water
and the Holy Spirit you have made us a holy people in
Jesus Christ our Lord;
you raise us to new life in him and renew in us the
image of your glory. Amen

Take a moment to give thanks for your own baptism,
for your godparents and godchildren, and for those
newly baptised this Eastertime.
To guide our prayers and thoughts through this Wave
of Prayer we have St Luke’s account of the encounter
with the Risen Jesus on the road to Emmaus on the
evening of the Resurrection - Luke 24. 13 – 35. You
may prefer to read the whole passage here or in the
shorter sections as suggested below.
We look far beyond our own diocese and we pray for
the Mothers’ Union members in
Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea.
We pray for those with leadership responsibilities:
Louise Werner and Mother Grace Meakoro
May Mothers’ Union continue to reveal the love of God
across the diocese in places where life brings special
risks and hardships, and family life is threatened by
unemployment, gang violence, poverty and disease.
The Worldwide Parenting Programme is at work to
strengthen family ties and to change public opinions
on domestic abuse. We pray for all the members who
help families in desperate need, in our care homes
and day centres, visiting and praying for the elderly,
14

and for those who train women to become selfsufficient. May our collaboration with other
organisations in the diocese continue to bear fruit in
improving literacy and community leadership. Amen
Luke 24. 13 - 16
In the great continent of Africa where Mothers’ Union
is such a vital part of church life we pray
For Kinshasa Democratic Republic of Congo
We pray for Revd Mme Gertrude Mbongo Diela, Mme
Marthe Vira, Rt Revd Achille Mutshindu and for the
newly enthroned Archbishop Mgr TITRE ANDE
Georges.
We also remember with thanksgiving Rev Canon Etsa
Lombomba who died after a long illness and Mgr
Dirokpa Fidele and Bishop Jean Molanga Botola who
also died recently.
With the Lord’s help we have been able to continue
our work to overcome the effects of violence, poverty
and displacement for women and families across the
diocese. We give thanks for our continued work to
train and enable many widowed and uneducated
women to run small enterprises.
Covid 19 effects are very severe so we praise God for
the generosity of many who gave money for materials
and advice on preventing the spread of the virus and
we pray for better times to come. We have continued
to meet and share God’s blessings with mothers
across the diocese and we thank everyone in Oxford
diocese for your support and prayers. Amen
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Luke 24 17 - 21
For Victoria Nyanza Tanzania
We pray for: Mrs Rahel Jeremiah, Seraphina
Rusibamayila, Mrs Margretha Massawa
Lord God, We seek guidance from the Holy Spirit in all
things as we pray for peace throughout your Church.
We ask for prayerful counsel and discernment for
everyone who is even now tasked with appointing a
new Bishop for our diocese and your wider Church.
We pray for the Mothers’ Union, asking you to be with
us as we prepare for and then participate in our
Triennial Conference this year. We pray for the
successful nationwide savings and credit groups we
have established with Tearfund and give thanks for
the help we have received from the Bishop of
Oxford’s Outreach Fund. Amen
Luke 24. 22 - 24
For Ahoada and Warri Nigeria
We name: Mrs Edna Ekpeye, Rt Revd Clement Ekpeye
in Ahoada and Mrs Patience Ide, Rt Revd Christian
Esezi Ide in Warri
We remember all our sisters in Christ, across the
dioceses of Warri and Ahoada as they carry out their
vision of Mothers’ Union. We pray for all they are
doing in his name to support the poor, the
disadvantaged and those who do not know the love
and grace of our risen Lord. Strengthen their
endeavours and may they know that we still hold
them and their work in our prayers at all times.
Amen
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Luke 24. 25- 27

In this platinum jubilee year we pray for our
patron, Queen Elizabeth II
Almighty God, the fountain of all goodness, bless our
Sovereign Lady, Queen Elizabeth, and all who are in
authority under her;
that they may order all things in wisdom and equity,
righteousness and peace, to the honour and glory of
your name and the good of your Church and people;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
For Southwark England
We name: Mrs Comfort Fearon, Revd Esther Foss, The
Trustees: Rt Revd Christopher Chessun and his staff
Dear Lord, we pray and give thanks to you for all our
members in Southwark Diocese. Thank you for the
past year with all its difficulties and for the many
different ways you have enabled us to handle the
changing situations through the pandemic.
We bring before you our particular focus on Domestic
Abuse, extending our prayers to the whole year and
especially when we lead prayers in the cathedral.
Following the training on Metamorphosis, our plan to
engage with young women/girls to enable them to
value themselves, encourage their mental health and
well-being. Our plans to have an increase in clergy
participation in the diocese. To reenergise our Prison
work. We pray also that branches that are inactive will
become active and that Branch Leaders will be
enabled to find strength and vision to lift their
members. Amen
17

Luke 24.28 – 32
For Oxford England
We name: Provincial President-Mrs Kathryn Anderson;
Diocesan Chaplain: Revd Mary Harwood; Diocesan
Trustees; Bishops: Rt Revd Steven Croft; Bishop Alan
Wilson; Bishop Olivia Graham; Bishop Gavin Collins
Heavenly Father, We bring to you everything we do
across our diocese in your Name. We thank you for
sustaining and guiding us through these troubled
times when Covid-19 has affected all communities
throughout the world. We thank you for the many
“small acts of love” which have enabled members to
care for each other and those in special need. We
bring before you the work being done to raise
awareness and prevent gender-based violence and
modern-day slavery. We pray for the needs of
prisoners and their families, those who are suffering in
hospitals and in their homes. We remember people of
all ages and backgrounds who are experiencing
loneliness and hardship of many kinds and especially
those who are still unable to attend meetings or
church services in person; help us to be patient,
thoughtful and caring in reaching out to those who
would value a phone call, email or a letter. Please help
us all to support and comfort one another as we trust
and hope in you. Amen
Luke 24. 32 - 35
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CENTRAL AND WORLDWIDE MOTHERS’ UNION

Heavenly Father, strengthen our commitment to the
worldwide Mothers’ Union with whom we share vision
and values. We know that members everywhere are
praying for us as we pray for them. We are all
affected by the Covid pandemic and we pray for lives
and livelihoods lost, health and communities torn
apart. Yet still our work goes on. We hold before you
our Archbishops, Bishops and their wives and all
Mothers’ Union leaders, workers and their families.
We pray for each of them as they work to bring about
real change, to tackle issues caused by poverty,
unemployment, sickness, violence and the lack of
stable family life. All we are doing across the world to
combat modern-day slavery and gender-based
violence is offered to you for your blessing.
May we all remain strengthened by the love of God in
Christ Jesus. Amen
We name: Mrs Sheran Harper, Mrs Bev Jullien,
Our Worldwide Zonal Trustees,
Most Reverend Archbishop Justin Welby,
Rt Revd Emma Imeson
We pray for everyone at Mary Sumner House and our
Central Trustees during this challenging time and we
thank each of them for their service and commitment.
Our mission continues, supported by power of God
and the love and generosity of so many people who
care about what we do.
We worship our Loving Saviour who chose the way of
sacrifice to make known to us the path of life. We
praise our Risen Lord who fills us with hope and joy as
we journey along the path of life. Amen
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Prayer adapted from Clouds of Glory by David Adam
Lord, that we may know you in the breaking,
in the break of day, in the breaking of hearts,
and in the breaking of bread,
help us to know that you are risen indeed
and that you are with us.
May we ever proclaim your presence,
and know that you travel with us on the road we go.
Teach us Lord to abide in you,
that we may know you abide in us,
We pray that we will walk with the downcast, the
seekers, the troubled in heart
and help to reveal your love and presence. Amen
Loving Lord, we thank you for your love so freely
given to us all. We pray for families around the world.
Bless the work of the Mothers' Union as we seek to
share your love through the encouragement,
strengthening and support of marriage and family life.
Empowered by your Spirit, may we be united in
prayer and worship, and in love and service reach out
as your hands across the world.
In Jesus' name.

Amen
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I volunteer, and some friends I meet
for a “walk and talk”. We also provided
everyone with details for signposting
should it be needed. And then we
realised that the dates for the
campaign covered the Christmas Tree
Festival weekend at St. Edburg’s
Church in Bicester, where several of
our members worship. So, a 16 Days of
Activism Tree was planned and
sponsored and received with great
interest. It was the subject of many
conversations, especially as it was seen
by over 2,500 people during the three
days of the festival.

Branch updates
Bicester
In November 2021 we were
still zooming our meetings, and we
decided we would take any early look
at the Prayer Diary for the 16 Days of
Activism
against
gender-based
violence and abuse, when with
organisations from all over the world,
the Mothers’ Union campaigned to
raise awareness of, and call for an end
to, violence and abuse in all forms and
in all societies.
That evening became a real
eye-opener for many of us as we
worked our way through the diary,
looking at the theme for each of the
sixteen days, reading the scriptures,
praying the prayers, and discussing
what we were learning. By the end of
our meeting, we had resolved that we
needed to take some action, but it was
hard to say what we could do, with
limited resources and not much time
before the first day of the campaign,
25th November.
We settled on wearing purple
scarves (and our one male member
dug out his purple tie – please note,
dear Mothers’ Union that we have
male and female members, and that
we ought to accommodate them
when, for example we ask for scarves
to be worn), and these did the job well
when it came to explaining why we
were wearing them. I was able to tell
our Church Choir, the clergy team on
Advent Sunday, the cashier in the
bank, the librarian at the school where

Our tree had made a real
impact and we were so pleased with
the positive support that this project
achieved that we are already planning
one for the 2022 Festival! With God’s
help and our actions, we pray that
2022 will become the year when
gender-based violence begins to
become a thing of the past.

Janet Puddick
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Gwen Stevens made one of
her locally famous Christmas cakes
that was raffled and raised £120 for
AFIA and we added a further £100
from the cards made by Joan Colyer.
We are continuing to collect
toiletries for the Hospital Project (see
pages 22-23).
Here is a picture of Gwen’s cake.

Crowthorne
The Mothers’ Union Branch
in Crowthorne has been busy over
the last two years keeping in touch
with members by a monthly
newsletter, phoning members and
holding small gatherings in gardens
when permitted. We are continuing
with the newsletter as it is generally
popular and puts members who do
not attend meetings in touch with all
that is going on at branch level and
beyond.
We started meeting again in
September with Evensong followed
by an ecumenical meeting for the
World Day of Prayer in October.
Ann Grice from Wokingham was our
speaker in November when she told
us about her life as an evacuee. This
talk caused a lot of reminiscing about
WW2 and fitted in with prayers for
Remembrance Day.
We held our Prayer and
Coffee morning later in the month
which coincided with prayers and
readings for 16 Days of Activism
against gender-based violence. We
all held a single strand of purple
ribbon so we felt united in prayer.
It was decided that due to
local outbreaks of the virus we would
not to invite the children from our
local C of E school to sing carols in
December nor did we meet in
January. We are hoping that life will
get back to normal very soon.

We in Crowthorne send our very best
wishes for 2022 to all MU members
in the diocese.

Penny Rickards

Woodley
What a long hard slog it’s been
and yet the past two years have rushed
by. It’s taken its toll and I recognise in
myself and others that we have
definitely slowed up and for many
there is a fearfulness of getting back
out there. Maybe little steps is the
answer as we have certainly missed
seeing one another and for those not
able to zoom it’s been an isolating
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time, even if we have tried hard to
keep in touch. Personally, I feel I have
a certain Covid lethargy and getting
back into a routine and organising
speakers etc. has taken an effort. We
bit the bullet back in September and
met for a communion service with
masks on and even enrolled two new
members. But oh the joy of being back
together and there was a spring in their
steps as members came in. Everyone
went home with a cupcake in a bag and
this gave us the courage to meet in the
hall in November, spaced out and with
our new children’s worker introducing
herself and talking about her role.

December we experimented with a
new style Christmas celebration with
individual food boxes so no sharing,
which proved so much easier and may
well be the new norm. We wore party
hats, enjoyed some poems and
amusing stories and a two-man
pantomime. How wonderful to hear
the chatter and laughter again. So
speakers are now being contacted for
this year’s programmes and we look
forward to getting back to booking
regular meetings in our diaries.
Transport is a challenge but
we are intending to ask for help with
this and so on we go, maybe more
diffidently but with enthusiasm for the
future and with gratitude that we can
meet again. We have just met in
January, again in church with a
communion service and we were able
to offer congratulations in person to
Sheila Johnson and her husband Ray
for their Diamond wedding anniversary
on December 16th and to Maureen
Sangster on her 90th birthday on
January 23rd. As we wonder what 2022
has in store we can give thanks for the
stability of Mothers’ Union and the
friendship and fellowship it brings,
looking forward to meeting again
regularly and supporting each other,
our community and also projects
worldwide.

We also answered the call
from the Royal Berks hospital for
emergency toiletry bags and everyone
arrived with donations and we were
able to deliver about 40 bags. In

Margaret Boys
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St Nicolas Earley
We performed a nativity play
for our Advent service. Everyone
enjoyed watching and performing. It
was good to celebrate the birth of our
Lord in this way.
Kind regards

Ingrid Pooler

24

we had given 470 bags – a very close
guess indeed!
Thanks to Margaret Barnes
and Edith Coulton who made lots of
mini Christmas cakes for the parents
who stayed in Ronald McDonald
House over Christmas. I hope you
agree that they all look delicious!

Hospital Project update

I
promised
to
update you about the
quantity of donations that
you so generously gave to
our Hospital Project last
year. The numbers for
coffee, cleaning products
etc. remained the same but
the number of toiletry bags
went up to 477! Some of
you joined in the competition that I
ran in the eNewsletters in January
and February – Congratulations to
Lynne Philpott who has received a
pack of MUe cards – she guessed that

We have made a small
change to what we are asking you to
provide for this project. Instead of
putting a flannel in each toiletry bag,
we have given the House 200 face
cloths which they will put
into each room with the
larger towels that they
provide. The House is happy
to launder them! It seems
more
environmentally
friendly to do this and will
make our Project Fund go
further in the future. So,
there is no need for you to
provide flannels at the
moment.
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The list of requisites is now as
follows:
 Mini sized shower gel
 Mini shampoo (conditioner is
welcome but not essential)
 Mini body lotion
 Small soap
 Toothbrush. I am happy to
receive multipacks of
toothbrushes now, as I am able
to put on a toothbrush head
cover to keep them safe from
other things in the bags (not all
soaps are wrapped)
 SMALL toothpaste (I do have
enough of these for a while as
many dentists have been very
generous with the samples that
they give out and many of you
have been brave and kind
enough to ask for them)
 Handbag sized tissues
 Small combs (Amazon smile are
the most cost effective and sell
24 for £4.99)
 Instant coffee, hot chocolate
and Horlicks – any sized jars
 Cleaning products – including
sprays, polish, cloths, washing
up liquid, toilet cleaner
 Any dishwasher product
(cleaning product, salt and rinse
aid).

I do hope that many of you will be
able to travel more this year and
bring back unopened mini toiletries
for us to use!
There is an updated list on the
website.
Thank you all for your
continued support for these families.
I am still not allowed to visit parents
on the wards but I now sit outside the
Children’s Outpatients Department
once a week and often speak to
parents while they are waiting for
their appointment. Many have
stayed at Ronald McDonald House at
some point during their child’s
treatment and appreciate all that is
done for them there.
A reminder of the months
when different areas of the diocese
are especially asked to collect items
although I am happy to relieve you of
donations at any time!
South Bucks: March /April
North Bucks: May/ June
Oxfordshire: July/August
East Berkshire: September/October
West Berkshire:
November/December

Alison Bennett
01869 343760
hospitalproject@muoxford.org
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I do hope you will be able to
knit some Easter Lambs for the
children at Children Heard and Seen.
The pattern, which is on the website, is
quite easy. If you enjoy doing them
then maybe you can
sell some in your
church nearer to
Easter so you can
make a little money
for your branch or the
Project Fund.
The charity is
now finding that
families around the
country are coming to
them for help. Other
Mothers’
Union
Dioceses are helping
by delivering boxes of
goodies
for
Valentine’s Day which
is really good for
extending knowledge
of the charity in other
areas.
In our area
the police are now
notified
when
a
parent is sent to prison so that they can
contact the family and give them
information about Children Heard and
Seen. This will help them to access

help earlier, so hopefully there is some
continuity in support. This is being
assessed at the moment before it’s
available around the country.
Thanks to you all.

Jean Vaughan
childrenheardandseen.co.uk
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A heartfelt “thank you” to
everyone who has sent donations for
Baby Basics over the past year. You
have helped to support over 1900
children in 2021. We also were able to
use your amazing toy donations to
enable 118 children to have a
wonderful Christmas. Unfortunately,
the need is still with us, Baby Basics has
had an increase of 36% in referrals this
January compared to last year.
As I mentioned in the last
eNews, please can you hold off on
knitting blankets as we have a surplus
of these at the moment. Newborn (i.e.
16 inch or 18 inch chest sizes)
cardigans are always needed as are
hats, mittens and scarves for ages 3 –
5. Please do not add a label to any
clothing as they are too scratchy!
Contact
me
on

avp.northbucks@muoxford.org.uk or
Eve via the office to arrange collection
of your donations.
Some of the Action &
Outreach Unit recently met with Baby
Basics to discuss how Mothers' Union
could support them and their clients;
we hope to provide a day out for some
of the families this year as part of our
AFIA offering.
Please continue to keep the
families and volunteers at Baby Basics
in your prayers. Thank you.

Rachel Buckley

babybasicsmk.org.uk

28

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MU Enterprises

I am pleased to say that the
new spring/summer gift guide is out
and there are plenty of new items to
view on the Mary Sumner House
website including Easter cards and
merchandise relating to the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee. If anyone would
like me to post them a gift guide,
please let me know. As always, I am
happy to place orders for you or your
branch/church/community and if
your order totals £60 or more then it
can be delivered direct to your home
at no cost to you at all. Your postage
will be covered and you can dripfeed payment to me as and when
you sell your merchandise. I can
place smaller orders and post out to
you, so please have a good look at
the website and let me know if I can
help in any way.
I will have lots of Easter
cards at the Lady Day Service/Spring
Meeting on 25th March – or if you
would like to place a small order for
me to bring to the meeting, then I am
standing by ready to help. I look
forward to seeing many of you there.
With love to you all

Tricia Campbell

mue@muoxford.org.uk
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Pray with Us
We pray for the work of the
Mothers’ Union in our diocese and
throughout the world
We pray for:
 Sheran
Harper,
our
Worldwide President.
 We pray for the Oxford
board of Trustees, that vacancies
may be filled and that people
think prayerfully about how they
can help.
 We pray for our ‘Mothering
Sunday’ gift initiative, that
women may be empowered in
their homes and communities.
 We pray for Mothers’ Union
in Sudan, which holds workshops
to create literacy trainers so that
they may empower the women
and
children
in
their
communities.
 We pray for ‘Fair Trade’
fortnight, that the farmers may
get a fair price for their goods
and customers will enjoy and
continue buying ‘fair trade’
foods.
 We pray for anyone who has
lost a loved one to Covid.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Our Theme for 2022
TRANSFORMATION – NOW

Father God,
Transformation begins with
you. We pray that you will
transform our lives working
through us and in us that we
might bring about change in
ourselves and others.
We ask that we are made aware
of the needs of others so that
we may reach out with action as
well as prayers.
Make us aware that women
have so much to offer their
families and society. Give us the
confidence to transform our
lives now! Help us by your Holy
Spirit to make the lives of others
better
through
training,
teaching and being part of our
local work for the Mothers’
Union as well as the work
worldwide.
Father, may our hands be your
hands as we work to change
ourselves, that we may change
through our example, the
perception of women in our
world.
Amen.
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Lady Day & Spring
Meeting
Friday 25th March
St Mary's Church, Witney
10.15-10.45am - Coffee
11.00am - Lady Day Eucharist
Service - Father Toby Wright
officiating
Bishop Gavin will preach and
commission
12.15pm - Comfort break
12.30pm - Coffee to be served in
Winchester Room
12.45-1.30pm - Lunch - please
bring your own packed lunch Trustees to chat about their roles
1.30pm - Grace
Mothers’ Union Enterprise Stall
will be there with a variety of
Easter, Birthday and Occasion
cards etc.
Parking options:
 Sainsbury’s Supermarket
(5/10 minute walk to church)
– 3 hours free
 Multi-storey carpark in town
centre (15/20 minute walk to
church) – charges
 The Leys Recreation Ground –
(10/15 minute walk to
church) – free parking

CELEBRATIONS
In the Celebrations section of Focus we will publish the following:
 90, 95, 100 and 100+ birthdays;
 50 and 60 wedding anniversaries;
 MU Long Service Awards.
Please include photos if possible & remember to get the permission of the
individual concerned.

Jo & Pete Day
(Tilehurst St Catherine)
celebrated their Golden Wedding on 23rd October
Pat Staples
(Witney)
celebrated her 90th birthday on 27th October
Sheila & Ray Johnson
(Woodley)
celebrated their Diamond Wedding on 16th December
Maureen Sangster
(Woodley)
celebrated her 90th birthday on 23rd January
Jean Beck
(Earley St Nicolas)
celebrated her 90th birthday on 25th February
Margaret Flaherty
(Woodley)
celebrated her 90th birthday in February
Norah Trant
(Tilehurst St Michael)
celebrated her 100th birthday at the beginning of March
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Dates for your diary
Friday 25 March
Diocesan Lady Day Service & Meeting at Witney
Parish Church
Sunday 27 March
Mothering Sunday
Sunday 17 April
Easter Day
Wednesday 20 – Friday 22 April
Wave of Prayer

Please check www.muoxford.org.uk for events and dates

News from the Focus Team
Deadline for copy for Summer 2022: 17th June 2022
Letters to the Editor - please write to us about things happening in
Mothers’ Union across the diocese and tell us what you think of Focus
and the events you have attended. We’d love to have your feedback
and any suggestions for further improvements. Please send all your
contributions to focus.editor@muoxford.org.uk

