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Mothers’ Union works through 4 million members in
84 countries, fighting poverty, injustice and tackling family issues.
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From our Diocesan
President

Mothers’ Union and what we can do to
attract others to find out more and
become members. These ideas will be
discussed at a Britain and Ireland
conference in January 2022 called “Reimagining Mothers’ Union”.
It was good to see so many of
you at our recent AGM/Autumn
meeting. It was a great joy to be
together again. We were able to meet
our Provincial President, Kathryn
Anderson, and she shared her thoughts
on Hebrews 13 as well as telling us
about her work. Our new Bishop of
Dorchester, Gavin Collins, gave us an
informal talk about his life with a
particular focus on his values of “Unity,
Growth and Joy”, followed by a time of
questions. Thank you to all the trustees
and members who worked hard to
make this day so special and
memorable.
As we come towards the end
of the triennium, I shall be
relinquishing my role as Diocesan
President. As yet we have no one to
take on this post, but we do have an
excellent Board of Trustees who will
share the responsibilities and we also
have Eve, our very capable
Membership Secretary. It has been a
great joy to serve as your Diocesan
President and I thank you for your
prayers and support. Certainly, my
faith has grown as I have had to
depend on God to guide and sustain
me and it has been a privilege to see
many prayers answered. I particularly
enjoy meeting fellow Mothers’ Union
members and being able to organise

Dear Friends,
In this edition of Focus, we
have chosen to highlight all those ways
in which we reach out beyond
Mothers’ Union to help others. It is
really inspiring to see that, as we are
able to meet up again in person, we
continue to help our local communities
in so many ways.
When you are planning
your programmes for 2022, please
remember that the main MU website
and the magazine Connected has lots
of ideas we can use, particularly for
discussions of important issues. Let us
try to link them to the challenging
theme
for
2022
which
is
“Transformation – now!”
I hope many of you have been
able to take part in “Virtual Coffee
Mornings” around the diocese
reflecting on what we value about
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From our Diocesan
Chaplain

special services and events, like the
Spring and Autumn meetings. Please
continue to pray for the Board of
Trustees and those with special
responsibilities.
At this time of the year we are
looking forward to Advent and
Christmas. It will be very different from
last year, and I hope that you will be
able to spend more time with your
family and friends. Being able to
express our gratitude and love to God
and to others by following Jesus’
example is something we can do daily,
but we
often have greater
opportunities to demonstrate this at
Christmas.
“And whatever you do,
whether in word or deed, do it all in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks
to God the Father through him.”
(Colossians 3:17)
May God bless each of you as
you seek to serve Jesus by your prayers
and lives.
With my love and prayers

Dear Friends,
As I write this the sun is
shining and I can see the trees all
changing colour and providing a
wonderful sight from my window up
towards the Ridgeway. As we move
into autumn and through to winter,
we
experience
that
strange
phenomenon of the seeming death
of everything, knowing that come the
spring we will once again see signs of
new growth. I can’t help thinking that
this is a metaphor for the situation
we find ourselves in now. Having
spent so much time in isolation from
each other, only meeting by
telephone, by Zoom or by live
streaming we are now starting to
meet up together with family and

Maureen Weston
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Dear Editor,

friends and in our Mothers’ Union
groups.
By the time you read this we
will have had our Autumn meeting
and AGM and taken communion
together,
albeit
within
the
constraints of Covid rules. What a joy
it will be. However, I am aware that
for many of us, as we meet together,
there will be sadness as we
remember those who are with us no
longer, particularly if we have not
been able to attend funerals or
memorial services. But it will also be
a time when we can celebrate new
birth. Children were born during
lockdown and now we are at last able
to see and hold them. In our benefice
we are looking forward to having
proper Advent and Christmas
celebrations where we can share
with all our families and once again
sing carols together and light
christingle candles and bless
Christmas trees.
Life continues on its natural
cycle and I am looking forward to
meeting with many of you in the new
year as we look forward to our Spring
meetings and other opportunities to
meet up and continue with our many
projects and plans that have been on
hold for so long. This comes with my
very best wishes to you and your
families for a very blessed Christmas
and new year.

As the lockdown was ending
this summer our branch held a Mouse
Hunt to encourage families to visit the
church and churchyard. Mice were
knitted by the members and decorated
to represent baptisms, weddings,
members of the choir and the clergy.
Each child (or adult) was given a sheet
with photos of the mice so they
worked their way round collecting a
letter at each place, eventually making
the word church-mouse.
We were lucky that the day
was sunny and we were able to serve

refreshments in the garden beside
the Parish Rooms, where the children
also chose a mouse to take home. As
a result of the donations made, we
were able to send £109.45 to the
Project fund. It was wonderful to
welcome families to look round the
church and join us for tea and cakes.

Jean Vaughan and Teri Austen
Wokingham St Paul

Mary Harwood
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Dear Editor,

railway in the garden. It was a lovely
time enjoyed by everyone who came
and kicked off our return to more
normal ways of meeting.

For our first face-to-face
meeting since lockdown, Tony and
Jenny Searle hosted our annual garden
party on Saturday 31 July 2021.

Jenny Searle
St. Michael’s Tilehurst

Just a thought…
‘You, God, remain the same and your
years will never end.
The children of your servants will live
in your presence;
Their descendants will be established
before you.’
Psalm 102:27,28
I wonder what inspired the
psalmist to write those words?
Perhaps he was living in difficult times
and was reassuring himself that he
could still rely on God’s care for his
generation and those to come.
2021 has been another challenging
year for most of us, with continuing
tragedies and uncertainties.
What can we rely on in the year ahead?
What will the future be for our children
and grandchildren?
Whatever the future holds we
can rely on God’s presence. I have
heard that explained as being like the
water in a goldfish bowl. Just as fish
take water for granted without
knowing it is keeping them alive, so we
are surrounded by God’s love and care
even when we forget him.
As we move into 2022, let’s remember
that God moves with us.
Val Rushton

Although it was overcast, it remained
dry and relatively warm for the garden
party, so everyone was able to relax
and enjoy an informal time together.
We celebrated being able to

meet with a short service of the word
led by June Hardcastle. And we were
able to sing along with two hymns
played on a DVD player. Duncan White
ended the proceedings with a blessing.
Afterwards we enjoyed the
picnics we had all brought with us as
well as time to chat and enjoy a model
7

Thanks to Geoff
Here is a photo of Geoff, wife
Debbie and son Joe, splendidly dressed
on their niece’s wedding day.
As Geoff retires from the role
of treasurer at the end of this year, we
recognise the important part he has
played in our organisation.
It was 13 years ago when our
then President, Primrose, singled out
Geoff – a newly-retired accountant –
from her church congregation to take
over caring for the MU Oxford
finances. He pulled us into the 21st
century, from pens and paper ledgers
to computers and spreadsheets! At the
year end he worked closely with a local
accountancy firm to present audited
final accounts to the standard required
by the Charity Commissioners. For
many of those 13 years Geoff served
on the Trustee Board, always
contributing with wise words and
guiding the Trustees through the
financial implications of all the new
projects that were planned.
When I first came onto the
Finance and Administration unit, Geoff
announced that he really shouldn’t be
unit coordinator as well as treasurer.
Somehow, I found myself as the new
unit coordinator and I have never
forgotten Geoff’s advice: “Louise,
never have a meeting unless there is a
reason to hold one.” Was that
something to do with the travel costs
involved?!!
We were sad that Geoff was
unable to attend his final MU AGM, so
we hope there will be an opportunity

to say proper goodbyes in person,
perhaps at Lady Day 2022.
Thanks a million, Geoff. God bless you.
NOW – OVER TO YOU
Can you follow Primrose and find the
next treasurer? Look round your
church, speak to people, write a notice
for your church magazine (there are
ideas in e-news). It is wonderful that
Eve has agreed to increase her hours
and to be our Finance Officer in
addition to our Membership Secretary.
There will be fewer tasks for our new
treasurer, but we still need to find
someone with financial experience and
a desire to support MU aims and
objectives. Take a look on our website
for the treasurer role description.
Anyone who wants to know more,
please
contact
me
at
finance@muoxford.org.uk
Louise Butler
Finance and Administration
Unit Coordinator
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We hope the exhibition and
the chain will cause you to have a
conversation and spread the word so
that together we can begin to stop this
horrific practice. Please have those
conversations and pray for those who
are enslaved.

Giant Chain marks AntiSlavery Day
Mothers’ Union shares a goal
with the Church of England to end
modern slavery in the UK. It is
estimated that there are 136,000 men,
women and children in slavery in the
UK today.
The Clewer Initiative is the
anti-slavery programme of the
Archbishops’ Council. Within that

Lord, you are a God who sets the
captives free.
Your Spirit searches ceaselessly for
those in despair, that they may find
the life you are calling them to.
We pray for those who are being
trafficked and callously put to work in
our region.
On the cross, you were powerless and
subject to the cruelty of others.
Look with mercy on those who suffer
in this way.
May we, who are blinded by the
distractions of daily life, feel the fear
of those who are cornered and so be
roused to action.
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

programme Mothers’ Union is focusing
on raising awareness in our local
communities. Members have spent the
summer crafting giant chains that
symbolise the number of unseen
victims of modern slavery (about 4380)
across Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire
and Berkshire.
Our chain of over 1500 chain
links was unveiled at a ceremony
outside Reading Minster on AntiSlavery Day (18 October 2021) and is
now touring round different churches
within the diocese together with a
small exhibition highlighting the many
different forms of slavery, how
to recognise the signs and what to do if
you suspect slavery is happening.
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Dorchester. Bishop Gavin spoke about
his mission and focus and regaled us
with entertaining stories illustrating his
work. After midday prayers,
our guest Kathryn Anderson,
Provincial President, spoke
about the work going on to reimagine
Mothers’
Union.
Altogether we were given a lot
to think about.
After a picnic lunch we
moved into the church for holy
communion
which
was
arranged by our chaplain Rev. Mary
Harwood and celebrated by Bishop
Gavin.
When we emerged at the end
of the service, the sun was still shining
and it sped us on our way back home
with a spring in our step, smiles on our
faces and fond memories of our time
together. Full reports of the
proceedings can be found on our
website: www.muoxford.org.uk.
If you need hard copies of these
reports
please
contact
our
membership secretary at the office.
Jenny Searle, Fundraising and
Communications Coordinator

Autumn meeting and
AGM 21 October 2021

After days of grey skies and
patchy rain, the day dawned with
bright sunshine and a clear blue sky as
65 members (five on Zoom) gathered
at Christ Church, Abingdon for our
Autumn meeting and AGM. The
beautiful weather and the prospect of
meeting again face to face lifted our
hearts.
There were several colourful
displays showing our work over the
year and projects still to come: Baby
Basics, Children Heard and Seen, AntiSlavery Day; as well as the regular
MURetail stall and Memorial Book
which kept us busy between the formal
sessions.
After opening prayers, Louise
Butler chaired our AGM, during which
we accepted the annual report and
accounts for year ending 31 December
2020. It was agreed to defer the
appointment of an independent
examiner until a new treasurer is in
place. Those Trustees present said a
few words about their reports and
then we moved on to our guest
speaker: Gavin Collins, the Bishop of
10

Safeguarding and you

Quiz

In the latest Connected
magazine from central MU, you will
see that there is an article about
Safeguarding and a card for your wallet
or purse entitled ‘Safeguarding and
you’. It is to remind us that
safeguarding isn’t just about keeping
children safe during our MU activities,
but needs to be part of our everyday
thinking, when we are going about our
daily lives, in church, at MU meetings
and activities and even when we are
visiting friends. Inside there is a section
where you can write the details of
people you can contact for help if you
have a concern. Just so you know, the
last section is for the ‘MU diocesan
safeguarding contact’ which is me:
Denise Brown. The contact email is
Safeguarding@muoxford.org.uk and
there is updated information on our
website at www.muoxford.org.uk in
the Members section under ‘How we
work’, where you can also find
information on accessing free Church
of England safeguarding training.
Mary Sumner House is keen
for us all to become more aware of
safeguarding, so they have produced
two short plays which can be read
aloud or performed - perhaps at a
branch meeting - to set us thinking
about different scenarios. The card has
the link to find them and soon there
will be YouTube versions to watch.
Rev. Lady Denise Brown
MU Diocesan Safeguarding Contact

1) What is the name of the
bitter orange-flavoured Italian
aperitif?
2) According to the proverb, ‘All
roads lead to….’ where?
3) The US escapologist Harry
Houdini was born in which
eastern European country?
4) Alexander the Great died
aged only 32, but how?
a) trampled by an elephant
b) over-eating and drinking
c) a hunting accident
5) According to the Chinese
calendar 2021 is the year of
which animal?
6) What is the name of the
Polish trade union founded in
1980 by shipyard workers?
7) As of May 2021, who is
Leader of the House of
Commons?
8) The animal with the longest
lifespan is a species of what?
9) Which of Henry VIII’s wives
survived him?

10) Who preceded Justin Welby
as Archbishop of Canterbury?
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allow people to resume their activities.
I am horrified at the disparity in
distribution of vaccines between our
two countries: it is a real disadvantage
for the Congolese people which I pray
will be resolved soon.
Kinshasa diocese hope that
their new missionary parish in the east
will eventually provide a new Mothers’
Union activities centre alongside a
health centre, primary & secondary
schools and a theological Institute to
train pastors. Perhaps we can dream
their dreams too.
Mme
Gertrude
sends
greetings to our members, and ‘hopes
that if God gives us life we will see each
other one day’. Whether this will be at
a delayed Lambeth Conference in 2022
we will have to wait and see. Please
keep the people of Kinshasa in your
prayers.
Rosemary Peirce

Kinshasa diocese – Covid
update

DRC

Mme
Gertrude
sends
greetings from the Kinshasa diocese
MU to our members and gives thanks
for our prayers and words of
encouragement in this difficult time.
She had previously asked for
prayers for Canon Richard Etsa (the
Kinshasa diocesan secretary) but he
died after a year’s illness on 20
October. I was glad that we were able
to pray for him and his family at our
MU diocesan AGM service the next
day. I do not know whether her
husband’s death will affect what work
she is able to do in the future, but
please continue to pray for his widow,
Rev. Rosalie Lisongi Etsa, the MU
diocesan secretary and parish priest of
St Mark’s.
Please continue to pray for
peace in the Democratic Republic of
Congo where the political climate is
marked by uncertainty about the
future, and for the end of Covid-19 to

Quiz Answers
1. Aperol
2. Rome
3. Hungary
4. b) a bout of eating and
drinking
5. Ox
6. Solidarity
7. Jacob Rees-Mogg
8. Tortoise
9. Catherine Parr and
Anne of Cleves
(although divorced)
10. Rowan Williams
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Calendar of Intercessions 2022
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1st

Sheran Harper

Worldwide President

2nd

Revd Mary Harwood

Diocesan Chaplain

3rd

Finance and Administration

4th

Treasurer

5th

Peter Butler

Safety and Welfare Officer

6th

Rachel Buckley

AVP North Bucks and Webmaster

7th

Tricia Campbell

AVP Oxfordshire and MUe Rep

8th

Diocesan President

9th

Eve Madeley-Wyatt

Membership Secretary

10th

Jackie Miles

Away From It All (AFIA)

11th

Work with prisons including Bullingdon, Woodhill, Broadmoor
Hospital and prisoners’ families with Children Heard & Seen

12th

Hospital Projects

13th

Parenting group facilitators and participants

14th

Our Overseas Links Organiser and Correspondents:
Maranda St John Nicolle; Gillian Johnson; Rosemary Peirce

15th

Bishop of Oxford:

Bishop Steven Croft
and his wife, Ann

16th

Bishop of Dorchester:

Bishop Gavin Collins
and his wife, Christina

17th

Bishop of Reading:

Bishop Olivia Graham
and her husband, Keith
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18th

Bishop of Buckingham

Bishop Alan Wilson
and his wife, Lucy

19th

Christine Beynon

AVP South Bucks

20th

Jean Vaughan

AVP East Berks and Action and
Outreach Co-ordinator

21st

Val Bolan

AVP West Berks

22nd

Jenny Searle

Fundraising & Communication
Co-ordinator

23rd

FOCUS magazine team

24th

Prayer and Spirituality Co-ordinator

25th

Rosie Jackson-Kilham

Praying Fellowship and Oxford
MU Facebook
Website Prayer Chain Coordinator
Loving for Life Trainer
Memorial Book Administrator

Iris Lloyd
Katy Kerr
Gloria Richards
26th

Campaigning work

Gender based violence, Modern
Day Slavery, Climate Change

27th

Rev. Lady Denise Brown

Diocesan Members and
Safeguarding Officer

28th

Kathryn Anderson

Provincial President (Canterbury)

Julia Jamieson

Zone G Trustee (Canterbury)

29th

Bev Jullien

MU Chief Executive

30th

All Branch Members

31st

All clergy in the diocese
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th
Please
prayof
for
our Mothers’Bishop
Union
Link
Dioceses:
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Bishop
Reading:
Olivia
Graham
• In Congo: Kinshasa
and her husband, Keith
• In Nigeria: Ahoada & Warri
In Tanzania:
Victoria Nyanza
18th• Bishop
of Buckingham:
Bishop Alan Wilson
• In Papua New Guinea: Port Moresby
and his wife, Lucy
• In UK: Southwark
Ourth Diocesan
Companion
Kuruman
(South Africa),
19
Christine
Beynon Links – Kimberley
AVP&South
Bucks
Nandyal (South India) and Växjö (Sweden)
20th
Jean Vaughan
AVP East Berks and A&O

The
st Mothers’ Union Prayer:
21
Val Bolan
AVP West Berks
Loving Lord we thank you for your love so freely given to us all. We pray
22
forndfamilies
Jenny
around
Searle
the world.
Fundraising & Communication
Bless the work of the Mothers’ Union as we seek to share your love
Co-ordinator
through the encouragement, strengthening and support of marriage and
rd
family
life.
23
FOCUS magazine team
Empowered by your Spirit may we be united in prayer and worship, and in
th
24
Lady
Denise
Spirituality
love andRevd
service,
reach
out Brown
as your handsPrayer
across&the
world. In interim
Jesus’
name. Amen
leader and Safeguarding Officer
th
25
Jackson-Kilham
Praying Fellowship
Mary Rosie
Sumner’s
personal prayer:
All this day, O Lord, let me touch as many lives as possible for thee; And
Iris Lloyd
Prayer Chain Co-ordinator
every life I touch, do thou by thy spirit quicken, whether through the word
I speak, Katy
the prayer
live. Amen
Kerr I breathe, or the life ILoving
for Life Trainer

Marion
Gunning
Wave of Prayer
A prayer
for
the Praying Fellowship:
O God, our
heavenly
Father, our strengthMemorial
and peaceBook
and joy,
Gloria
Richards
Administrator
bless all who belong to the Praying Fellowship.
th
26
Alison
Bennett
Allhelp
Diocesan
Members
Give
us your
grace
according to our need;
us to know
and love and
trust
you
more,
27th
Kathryn Anderson
Provincial President
to pray better and always to do your will.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (Canterbury)

Nikki prayer
Sweatman
Zone
The diocesan
chain can be accessed
at: G Trustee (Canterbury)
th
muprayerchain@yahoo.co.uk
28
Bev Jullien
MU Chief Executive
More information can be found on our website: www.muoxford.org.uk
29th
All Branch Members
30th
31

st

of Oxford
All office holdersMothers’
withinUnion
theDiocese
branches
and deaneries
CMS House, Watlington Road, Oxford, OX4 6BZ
Charity No: 249723

All clergy in the diocese
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includes the prayer needs of their
overseas links.
Our experience this year,
during the pandemic, is that news
from some overseas links has been
more possible because everyone has
had to rely more on the internet,
social media and other mobile
communications.
Oxford Diocese
Our Wave of Prayer ‘slot’ is
20 - 22 April. We are linked with
SOUTHWARK (England); VICTORIA
NYANZA
(Tanzania);
KINSHASA
(Democratic Republic of Congo);
AHOADA and WARRI (Nigeria); PORT
MORESBY (Papua New Guinea).
Partner organisations include the
diocesan Partners in World Mission
(PWM) and the Congo Churches
Association. Occasionally we have
the
additional
blessing
of
communication
with
overseas
members who are visiting the UK.
Preparation
Throughout the year, we
seek to receive ongoing news from
overseas. Then, in early Spring,
members from the Prayer and
Spirituality Unit work to prepare
worship, based upon the national
theme. This starts as a written
service and may later include a video
recording. The written service is
available to our members through
our website and is also printed in the
Spring edition of our diocesan
magazine Focus.

Developing prayer and
communication with
members, both in the
UK and overseas
We are looking for a small
group of interested people to help
develop our communications with
members, both in the UK and
overseas throughout the year using
social media. Also to create our
annual Wave of Prayer worship, as
part of the work of the Prayer and
Spirituality Unit. This work involves
connecting with our overseas links,
through partner organisations and
overseas members where possible.
Part 1: The Wave of Prayer
A brief reminder of what the Wave
of Prayer is
Every day throughout the
year, Mothers’ Union members
around the world take a few minutes
at midday to pray for the MU work
and for a particular group of
members somewhere in our world,
who are linked together. Every few
days, the focus of prayer moves on to
a different group, in a Wave, so that
throughout the year, everyone is
included.
When it is time for this Wave of
Prayer to fall upon a particular group
of linked dioceses, then those
dioceses hold special prayer times in
addition to midday and, if possible,
special worship is prepared which

17

In 2021, a very successful
recording was made, which included
sections recorded by a variety of
members, with technical help from a
member of St Paul’s church,
Easthampstead.
In the future, copyright
issues need to be clarified for the use
of recorded hymns, which require an
additional licence when hymns are
sung and then recorded.
Part 2: Ongoing prayer
development using social media
Oxford diocese already has a
Facebook page, whose purpose is to
share good news and prayer needs.
We would love to develop our use of
social media to enrich our
relationships particularly with our
MU overseas links and, as part of our
membership of Partners in World
Mission (PWM), to include other
diocesan links.
We are looking for members
and others who would be interested
in this kind of work, particularly those
with social media expertise.
If you are interested in knowing
more, please get in touch with me
at spirituality@muoxford.org.uk
Rev. Lady Denise Brown, Acting Unit
Coordinator, Prayer and Spirituality

Diocesan members
During
August
Diocesan
members attended several identical ‘in
person’ events around the diocese to
celebrate the theme of the year
‘Rebuilding Hope and Confidence’ and
to
commemorate
the
100th
anniversary of the death of our
founder Mary Sumner. It was lovely to
meet people face to face again.
These services took place in
various locations around the diocese.
Thank you to the host branches who
looked after us so well and those clergy
who came to lead the services. None of
these events would have been possible
without the support and hard work of
the area vice-presidents, so a special
‘thank you’ goes to them. Some
members met at the convent at
Wantage where they enjoyed delicious
refreshments. Others went to a branch
fundraiser at Abingdon where the
baking was exceptional! We were also
invited to attend the festival service
held in Bloxham in September.
Rev. Elizabeth Mason led the
service at St Mary’s Witney on her
emerald (55th) wedding anniversary.
Sadly, funds did not allow us to present
her with any jewels but we hope that
she and Douglas enjoyed the bottle of
English sparkling wine that we gave
them (well, it was ‘green’ as it hadn’t
travelled very far….).
Here are some of those who
attended the service at Witney –
Elizabeth is on the far left:
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Branch updates

Bicester

We had only been in lockdown
for a few weeks when the members of
the Bicester Area branch, who usually
meet in each other’s homes, decided
not only to meet on Zoom, but to invite
the St. Edburg’s Bicester branch and
anyone else to join them. Members
who had moved away from the area
were able to stay in touch, and, of
course, it was an important way of
giving those members who were
shielding a chance to catch up with
friends. And we were delighted to
welcome some new members to the
Mothers’ Union as well!

This year the Diocesan
members will have received three
Reflections for use at home. We know
that many people are not yet confident
enough to return to church or to inperson meetings and not everyone has
access to modern technology. That
also led to us initiating a regular service
of Compline on the phone – this
system means that lots of people (well,
up to 50) can dial in and hear each
other, have a small chat if they want
and then say the special service
together. It is an idea that branches
might like to take up or even groups of
friends could chat together on the
phone. Please ask your AVP if you
would like more information.
Diocesan members have also
been invited to join Zoom meetings
this year – we’ve had some discussions
and talks and have recently begun
informal chat sessions. If any branch
members would like to join us they
would be most welcome – details can
be found in the Events pages of our
website: joining instructions are
usually sent out the day before.
Alison Bennett

So, lockdown proved to be a
wonderful opportunity for the two
Bicester branches to worship and work
together and to get to know each other
better, to support our on-going
projects, such as the John Radcliffe
hospital work, and, locally, the Bicester
food bank with a new “Shampoo and
Socks” project.
In July both branches met to
have a socially distanced strawberry
19

Witney

cream tea evening in a member’s
garden. The weather held fair and
seeing each other again was a great
joy. You can see how we managed
distancing so well that we could
even Zoom with friends on the south
coast! And even Oatie the dog
enjoyed the evening, licking up the
remainders of the cream!
Janet Puddick

In August Witney members
were able to meet in person at St.
Mary’s for the first time since March
2020. To celebrate Mary Sumner Day
we made Christmas cards for the
prisoners at Bullingdon.

Abingdon
On a sunny afternoon several
members of Abingdon Mothers Union
met in Albert Park, Abingdon and
walked, ran or strolled six laps of the
park, a total of 5km. in aid of Summer
This is always a popular
activity and together with some
commercially made cards we gathered
a total of 100.
At Holy Trinity in September, we held a
Wave of Prayer service as most
members had been unable to access
the online version in April. This was
much appreciated as was the
opportunity to sit and have a cup of tea
and a chat with old friends afterwards
even if socially distanced. The October
meeting saw us visit St. John’s Hailey
for an interesting talk on the work of
SeeSaw
the
Oxfordshire
child
bereavement charity.

of Hope. They were supported and
encouraged by other members,
families and friends. It was very
pleasant catching up with each other’s
news and admiring the landscapes,
along with other visitors to the park
walking with small children and dogs.
The total raised was approximately
£950.
Gillian Watson
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year so I will update this list in the next
edition of Focus.
Your generosity is amazing
and I am very grateful to you for all
donations. Many of you have donated
money to the Projects Fund which
means I have been able to buy items
for the toiletry bags when needed.
Please remember that I collect
mini sized toiletries whilst Rachel
collects normal sized ones for the
families that Baby Basics supports.
However, it isn’t that tricky for us to
swap donations!
Those of you who want to knit
and sew are very welcome to make
toiletry bags for me to use instead of
plastic bags. Angel pockets are always
needed: there are patterns on the
website for these as well as
instructions for making neonatal quilts.
You may find that your local hospital
would like these as well as premature
baby clothes so please get in touch
with them if that’s who you would like
to support.
Please note that I am no
longer able to use the small prayer
shawls at the JR (because of Covid
precautions) but your parish priest
may like some – or your local care
home may have residents who would
appreciate them.
Alison Bennett

During lockdown a number of
members kept busy knitting garments
for babies and children.
Lorna Whitehouse

Hospital Project update

Thanks to everyone who has
supported the Hospital Project this
year. It is not too late to offer to make
some mini Christmas cakes for the
parents! Thanks to those who have
already offered their services. Watch
out on our Facebook page for pictures
of them.
At the moment the tally of
goods donated this year is as follows:
6 Kg coffee; 10.5 litres of cleaning
products; 36 Shaving kits; 75 Cleaning
cloths; 398 Toiletry bags. There will be
more donations before the end of the
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supported at the moment, so please
get out your knitting needles!
Eve our membership secretary will let
you know where to send the stars, and
I look forward to receiving them.
Thanks to you all.
Jean Vaughan

childrenheardandseen.co.uk
The knitted chicks we made
for the children at Easter were so
popular we have decided to make
knitted stars for Christmas. The stars
will go in small brown paper carrier
bags with some extra Christmas
goodies like chocolate shapes. The
pattern for the stars is on the MU
Oxford website and they are quite easy
to knit – the hardest part is counting
the stitches you cast on! The stars can
be of any colour and if you leave a long
length of yarn at the end then that can
be crocheted into a small loop.
Here are some I’ve already
made so you can see what they look
like. These are made with just one

babybasicsmk.org.uk
Thank you for your continuing
donations. At Christmas Baby Basics
supports families and children who
wouldn't otherwise have any presents
to open on Christmas morning. Are you
able to help by donating toys for boys
aged 2 - 5 years? Toys that encourage
imaginative play are best, for example
toy vehicles and animals, dressing up
items, play food etc. IKEA have a good
selection of play food items at a
reasonable price. We also like to
include a gift for mum, so if you have
unwanted toiletry sets etc. they would
be
most
welcome
too.
We are also short of scarves and
mittens for ages 2 – 5; there are
patterns our website, just search for
"baby basics knitting".
Please contact me on
avp.northbucks@muoxford.org.uk to
arrange collection of any donations.
Please continue to pray for the families
and volunteers at Baby Basics; here is
the prayer written especially for Baby
Basics by Marion Gunning...

strand of wool so are the smaller size,
which is quite sufficient. In all we will
need 250 stars for all the children being
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supported the MU Retail stall. On the
day I sold £280 worth of merchandise
which doesn’t sound much when
compared to over £900 that I sold two
years ago. However, these days many
branches are placing large orders, over
£60 worth of merchandise, through
me, which means they pay no postage
and the order is delivered direct to
their home.
Two years ago, virtually all I
sold was from the stall. As far as I am
concerned it is much better for
branches to place their own orders
through me rather than rely on
attending the Autumn meeting.
Following
the
Autumn
meeting I placed another couple of
large orders which will clear all
outstanding requests. If there are any
members still wishing to purchase
merchandise from the current winter
catalogue/website, please let me
know. It is my intention to place one or
two more orders during November,
then it will be time for all those with
stock to try and sell as much as possible
by early December. I shall then need to
know how much stock you still hold so
that I can inform our diocesan
treasurer, to enable the accounts to be
finalised.
Hopefully next year we will be
able to hold more face-to-face events
but, in the meantime, keep safe and
well and my thanks to you all for
supporting MU Retail so much during
this last difficult year.
With my love and prayers
Tricia Campbell

Heavenly Father, your infant Son was
born in a stable and then fled into
exile with his parents, faced with an
uncertain future. Yet He was sent by
you as a gift of love to share with the
world; a gift carried forward by Baby
Basics today.
We give thanks for everyone involved
in Baby Basics, for the work they do,
for the care and support they give
and the generosity shown by so many
who support their endeavours. We
pray too for the families who seek
their help and ask for your blessing
on them as their children grow. We
ask this knowing that you care for
each and every one of us.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Amen
Rachel Buckley

MU Enterprises
It was wonderful to see so
many MU members at the Autumn
meeting held recently at Abingdon.
Many thanks to all those who
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worship in small groups. Is there
someone you could invite?
You will find:
• Worship for use in your churches,
including intercessions – can you
encourage your worship
organisers to use these prayers?
• A bible study which can be used
by groups (both MU and nonMU).
• A placard for the Global Day
which you can print off and put in
your churches/community
buildings.
• A prayer bookmark – also in this
edition of Focus (page 25).
This year, Saturday 27th
November has been designated a
Global Day, on which there will be a
series of online events made available
through the central MU website. In
particular, we are being invited to join
a short Prayer Vigil, starting at 1.03pm
– the time reflects the ‘1 in 3’ campaign
slogan used last year, and to wear a
purple scarf that day to show our
solidarity.
Each individual initiative might
seem small, but taken together they
can make a huge difference to the lives
of struggling women and their
children.
If you cannot get our eNews or
access our website, please ask a fellow
member, your branch leader or your
AVP for help.
Yours in Christ, Rev. Lady Denise
Brown, Acting Prayer and Spirituality
Unit Coordinator

Join the International
Campaign against
Gender-based violence
16dayscampaign.org

Each year Mothers’ Union
around the world joins this United
Nations international campaign. We do
this as part of our membership of the
UN Commission on the Status of
Women, and this year, with the
unfolding events in Afghanistan, our
engagement in prayer and action is
even more needed.
The 16 Days begins on 25
November (International Day for the
Elimination of Violence Against
Women) and ends on 10 December
(International Human Rights Day)
It’s time for us to consider and
decide how we are going to engage
with this campaign in 2021. Not
everyone feels comfortable meeting
face-to-face yet, but if there is any
blessing from the pandemic maybe it is
the increased use of digital
communications which enable even
those who are less mobile to join in.
There are resources on the Mary
Sumner House website for our use
online and some members are inviting
others to join them in their homes to
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Pray…..
Plan…..
Act…..

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Reflect…..

16 Days of Activism: 25th
November – 10th December 2020
Mothers Union Global Day
of Action: 27th November
For resources and information
on our calendar of events:

https://www.mothersunion.org/
projects/16-days-activismagainst-gender-based-violence
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Pray with Us
We pray for the work of the
Mothers’ Union in our diocese
and throughout the world.
We pray for:
We pray for the 16 Days
of Activism. We join our hearts
and thoughts in prayer with our
fellow members worldwide, for
women suffering gender-based
violence. Be with them, Lord.
We
pray for our
members who are alone and
lonely in these difficult times.
Help us to reach out to those who
need a gentle touch or reassuring
word. We can be that person to
deliver the human contact that
people need.
We pray for our MU
Diocese, for those people who
are retiring from their posts, and
for people to come forward and
fill those roles so that MU can
function efficiently for the sake of
our members and our work.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

This Christmas, as we remember
that there was no room at the
inn, we pray for all who are
homeless, and those who work to
shelter them.
Wherever the world is in darkness
Lord, let there be light

This Christmas, as we remember
the birth of Jesus in a stable, we
pray for all who are living in
poverty, and those who work to
provide for them.
Wherever the world is in darkness
Lord, let there be light
This Christmas, as we remember
the violence of the search for the
Christ child, we pray for all who
are in danger, and those who
work to protect them.
Wherever the world is in darkness
Lord, let there be light

This Christmas, as we remember
those who journeyed to the
stable, we pray for all who are
seeking you, and those who are
leading the way.
Wherever the world is in darkness
Lord, let there be light
Amen
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We pray for all to follow Christ’s
example of treating children,
women and men with equality
and respect.
We pray for all who live
in fear of violence and despair
that life will ever change.
Bring to an end their suffering,
restore their sense of worth.
We pray for those who
perpetrate abuse with no sense
of guilt or shame.
Bring to justice their actions,
change their inner hearts.
We pray against regimes
that endorse violence.
Shatter their influence,
initiate peace.
Loving Lord,
we pray for a better world
where love, justice and peace
may flourish.
Amen

CELEBRATIONS
In the Celebrations section of Focus we will publish the following:
• 90, 95, 100 and 100+ birthdays;
• 50 and 60 wedding anniversaries;
• MU Long Service Awards.
Please include photos if possible & remember to get the permission of the
individual concerned.

Revd Elizabeth & Douglas
Mason (Witney)
celebrated their Emerald
Wedding on 20th August

Victor & Janet Puddick
(Bicester Area)

Revd Ian & Felicity Randall
(Former DP)
celebrated their Emerald
Wedding on 27th August
Enid & Geoff Barrell
(Witney)
celebrated their Diamond
Wedding on 9th September
Rosemary Capel
(Tilehurst St George)
Will be celebrating her 50-year
membership in January
celebrated their Golden
Wedding on 14th August

Joan Brown
(Bicester St Edburg)
celebrated her 90th birthday
on 23 June
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CELEBRATIONS Continued
Jan and Alan Haycock
Hughenden Branch
celebrated their wedding on 4th July 2021

Dates for your diary
Saturday 27 November
16 Days of Activism Global Day
Please check www.muoxford.org.uk for events and dates

News from the Focus Team
Deadline for copy for spring 2022: 4th February 2022
Letters to the Editor - please write to us about things happening in
Mothers’ Union across the diocese and tell us what you think of Focus
and the events you have attended. We’d love to have your feedback
and any suggestions for further improvements. Please send all your
contributions to focus.editor@muoxford.org.uk

