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3

From our Diocesan
President

starting Mothers’ Union in her home
145 years ago. She saw the needs
amongst the young mothers of all
backgrounds in her village and invited
them to a meeting to help and
encourage them in the most important
job of parenting. Although society has
changed in many ways since then, it is
still our responsibility today as
members of Mothers’ Union to
support parents and family life as much
as we can.
Monday 9 August is Mary
Sumner Day and this year is particularly
special as we remember the 100th
anniversary of Mary Sumner’s death.
One willing person being obedient to
God’s call can achieve so much, as
Mothers’ Union has now spread to 84
countries with over four million
members.
Our Lord Jesus, himself, was
one person who was totally
obedient to his Father and
was willing to give his life as
a sacrifice for us, so that our
sins could be forgiven. His
life and teaching are our
constant inspiration as we,
too, are challenged: “If
anyone would come after
me, he must deny himself
and take up his cross daily
and follow me.” (Luke 9
verse 23). May you all be
encouraged and strengthened as we
bravely face the future together
rebuilding our hope and confidence.
With love and prayers
Maureen Weston

Dear Friends,
As we travel on the road
towards increased freedom to meet
together to worship and share
fellowship, we can also
look
back
with
thanksgiving for all that
we have learnt and
experienced
during
this challenging time.
Relationships
with
family, friends and
neighbours have often
been strengthened as
we have grown to
know and appreciate
them more.
In this issue of Focus, we will
be remembering the founder of
Mothers’ Union, Mary Sumner. We
recall that this inspirational lady
expressed her strong Christian faith by
4

From our Diocesan
Chaplain

their plans, and the number of times
they have had to change them. They all
came to our day for couples, held on
Zoom, and several of them join us on
Zoom for our services, particularly if
they live outside the benefice. Two
couples decided to go ahead with their
weddings last month, despite the
restrictions and it was lovely to be part
of two very intimate ceremonies. Both
couples are planning a party later in
the year to celebrate with all their
friends and families.
The other thing that is
happening in our benefice is a new
Mother and Baby meeting on a
Monday morning. We discovered that
there were a number of young mums
who had had their first child during
lockdown and were not able to access
the normal support, with their own
mothers living some way away and not
being able to visit. There are now nine
mothers and ten babies (yes one set of
twins) who meet in the Methodist Hall,
which they kindly let us use without
charge. With them are several
members of our congregation who feel
called to this ministry and who are
themselves grandmothers, so they are
providing the support that is needed,
plus tea/coffee and biscuits and a safe
space for these young women to meet
together, share and make friendships.
I write this, because it shows
me just how important it is that the
Christian community reaches out to
those who are in need and provides
support to them. I know that many of
you are doing amazing things in your

Dear Friends,
I am writing this on
Midsummer Day – a grey, wet and cold
day that certainly bears no
resemblance to summer. Hopefully by
the time you read this the weather will
be really summery and we will all be
able to get out and meet up with our
families and friends. Thinking of
midsummer, I am reminded of the
Wedding March from A Midsummer
Night’s Dream by Felix Mendelssohn. I
am an organist and am playing for
several weddings later this year and
this is a piece of music that many
couples use to leave the church. In our
benefice we have many more
weddings than normal this year as
couples have had to delay over the last
18 months. It has been interesting to
meet them and talk to them about
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own parishes and although we all hope
to get back to normality soon, there
are so many things for good that have
come out of this pandemic. Our young
mothers and our young couples have
probably received far more care and
support from the Church than they
might have done in normal times,
because of the lack of support that
they would have found elsewhere. The
challenge for us is to consider how we
can provide this support to all, even
when they can find it elsewhere. It is
my prayer that we can take the
opportunities that have arisen and
build on them – and who knows how
many of them will become MU
members as a result of our love and
care? This letter comes with my love
and prayers to you all as we begin to
meet together and continue with
renewed hope and confidence to
continue God’s work. Mary Harwood

LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR
Dear Editor,
I wonder if many Members
have knitted the small square with the
cross? I tried the MU pattern during
the first lockdown last year and found
the small cross to be lovely. I have
now knitted several of these squares.
When the shops were closed last year,
the squares were so good to send to
friends. I used some for get well cards,
birthday greetings and also
Easter cards. I mostly mounted each
cross on a small card. There is a lovely
MU prayer which can be used while
knitting the square for a special
person. Each complete cross takes
about one and half hours to make and
measures about 10
centimetres square. They are
easy to post in a small
envelope.
Happy knitting!
Valerie Bird
(I think the MU pattern is
available on-line)
From the Editor: Yes, the
knitting pattern is available
from our MU Oxford website.
Just search for ‘crosses’ from
the Home page and look in the
Knitting Pattern leaflet.
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Just a thought…

But the reality is that God is always
with us whatever the circumstances.
What can change is our sensitivity to
God’s presence. It is hard not to let
change and disappointment cloud our
vision but knowing he is present
outweighs any deprivation we may be
experiencing.

‘I saw a new heaven
and a new earth’
Revelation 21:1
I think we may all have a vision
in our minds of an ideal world and
dream about possibilities
of a fresh start but at
this stage in the
pandemic
we
would even be
thankful
if
things would
just get back
to ‘normal’.
On the other
hand, there
are things that
have changed
for the better
over
the
past
months. I have really
appreciated friendships that I
used to take for granted and efforts
people have taken to keep in touch and
offer support. I have had more time to
potter round the garden and watch the
birds – grateful that the natural world
can be relied on to keep going and not
lose heart. I wonder what triggered the
writer of that passage in Revelation to
have a vision of a new world? Was it
war or famine or perhaps persecution?
Whatever he (or she) had
experienced, he visualised a world with
God at the centre in a new way. And
perhaps that is what we dream of too.

‘Be still, for the
presence of
the Lord,
the
Holy
One is
here.’

Loving God,
we take so many
material things for
granted and think they
are what keep us satisfied. Help us
to learn from these difficult times
that it is our relationship with you
that is the foundation for
happiness. May we look to you for
strength and encouragement and
be willing channels of your love to
those around us. Amen.
Val Rushton
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Mary Sumner to instruct those of the
lower classes how to bring up their
children in the faith, set an example in
their marriage, instil high moral
standards and encourage their
children in prayer and worship in

A Snapshot (or two)
of Mary Sumner
About 20 years ago I was given
a bound copy of “Mothers in Council”
for 1899-1900. It had
previously been in the
possession of two MU
members in the Lake
District, their names
pencilled on the inside
cover. “Mothers in
Council” was the
quarterly publication
distributed to all
subscribing members,
and each one began
with a firm reminder
of the three objects.
This volume provides
a fascinating insight
into
both
Mary
Sumner and what
membership entailed
at the beginning of the
twentieth century.
The articles
are varied and, almost
without
exception,
extremely worthy. By
1900 the MU was well
established,
having
been started, in a
small way, by a then
middle-aged
Mary
Sumner at Old Alresford in 1876. The
contributors were eminent clergymen
of the day and subscribing members
mostly from the titled upper classes.
Lady members were encouraged by

church. An enormous challenge,
especially as most were living in
extreme poverty. Three of Mary’s
addresses from 1899-1900 are, “Public
Worship and Children”, “Concerning
8

Unsatisfactory Homes Among the
Poor” and “A Child’s Religion”.
However, she did not shirk from
addressing difficult subjects, giving
talks on sex education, girls’ education
and illegitimacy. At a time when
unmarried girls with children were
condemned and cut off by their
families, she cared for and protected
her niece and her illegitimate son, in
the firm belief that this was the right
thing to do.
Mary Sumner spoke widely for
30 years and was always well prepared.
Once a speech was given, it was
destroyed so the next one was always
fresh. In her New Year letter of January
1900, she urges members to “lay hold
of the duties of work which is nearest
to us in our homes”. During 1899, an
annual conference had been held at
Church House, Westminster (Mary
Sumner House was not yet built) with
1,400 members, friends and clergy
attending. Mary revealed that in
correspondence, public addresses, and
newspapers, the MU had been
recognized as a force for good in
dealing with indifference to religion,
lawlessness
and
revolutionary
tendencies! She travelled widely in the
UK during 1899, visiting branches up
and down the country, including High
Wycombe. She had met with
enthusiasm from all classes.
She was a fervent member of
the Church of England, and considered
the
prayer
book
doctrines
incontrovertible. At times she had a
tendency to exaggerate her causes.

Whilst she recognized the shared
responsibility of parents, she did have
a matriarchal view of home life
probably as a response to the
emancipation movement among
women. She led a comfortable life free
from material worries, knowing little of
housework and cooking. Her own
grand-daughter said that she never put
on her own stockings in her whole life!
However, the MU would not
have become a reality without her
enthusiasm and vision. Through her
position in Winchester, connections
with the Wilberforce family, and her
husband George and prominent
members of the church, she had
enormous advantages in starting the
movement. In particular, George
supported her throughout, urging her
to “just share your heart – God will do
the rest”.
Despite being devout and
determined, she enjoyed life to the
full. Her descendants remember her as
being an entertaining and amusing
person, who liked going to and giving
parties. She wanted to appeal to all
mothers
and
eventually
she
succeeded. In August 1921, her funeral
service of thanksgiving was attended
by 4,000 people. She was a woman of
inspired vision and a living example of
what she preached. She touched many
lives and that touch continues today. It
has grown into a membership of four
million in over 80 countries. A truly
remarkable legacy.
Elizabeth Dawson
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We Need Your Help!
else pick up the form on the website
and email it to:
finance@muoxford.org.uk.
The closing date for nominations is
30th September.
UNIT COORDINATOR
Louise Butler has to retire as
Unit Coordinator of Finance and
Administration. Please contact her if
you would like more information about
this post or if you know someone who
could replace her.

New Trustee Board
2022 / 24
DIOCESAN PRESIDENT
In the previous edition of
Focus we asked for nominations for
Diocesan President. No names have
yet been put forward. Please
prayerfully consider any names of
members who might be willing to take
up this role. In the first instance please
speak to our retiring President
Maureen Weston.
AREA VICE PRESIDENTS
Tricia Campbell (Oxfordshire)
and Val Bolan (West Berks) are able
and willing to continue in post.
Christine Beynon (South Bucks) and
Rachel Buckley (North Bucks) must
retire as they have served 6 years in
post. Jean Vaughan (East Berks) is
moving on to become Unit Coordinator
for Action &Outreach and so a new
AVP is needed for this area. If you are a
member in one of these areas, please
consider who you wish to put forward
as your representative. The Trustees
have just updated the AVP role
description, so do go on to the website
and have a look at what is involved.
After thinking and praying about your
choice, speak to the person you feel
could be your AVP and complete the
nomination form on the inside back
page of this edition of Focus. Forms can
be sent to CMS House by post, marked
for the attention of Louise Butler, or

Focus Editor Needed
Do you enjoy reading Focus
magazine and learning about Mothers’
Union and our work across the Oxford
Diocese? This magazine is the only
communication from MU Oxford which
goes to every one of our members. It
is put together by a small team and is
based on contributions from literally
dozens of members based in branches
and in diocesan groups.
We are looking for a new
editor to lead the Focus team and the
direction of the publication. You do
not need to be a technical whizz but
good people skills, some knowledge of
Mothers’ Union and an ability to use
email are important.
If you feel able to contribute
to this important element of keeping
our members informed, please contact
Jenny Searle, Fundraising and
Communications
Coordinator
at
communications@muoxford.org.uk
10

Diocesan Treasurer

Do you use
Facebook/Twitter/
Instagram…?

Branch Leaders / Secretaries /
Diocesan Members: please use the
following text or similar and place in
your church newssheet or monthly
magazine. We urgently need your
help to find our next Diocesan
Treasurer. Thank you.
“Treasurer
for
Mothers'
Union, Diocese of Oxford - Be a vital
part of the biggest missionary
organisation in the Anglican Church.
Reporting to the Finance and
Admin Unit Coordinator, the treasurer
is responsible for all financial and
accounting matters for the Mothers’
Union in the diocese. This is a voluntary
position and the time involved is likely
to average two hours per week. The
Trustees are looking for someone who
will take an interest in supporting the
membership – currently around 950 –
as they are active in their communities
and join with four million members in
84 countries to fight poverty, injustice
and tackle family issues. Look at our
website www.muoxford.org.uk which
gives a wider picture of Mothers’
Union in this diocese. Please consider
this role if you have good
bookkeeping/accountancy skills. Much
of the work is done online.
A full description of the role is available
from finance@muoxford.org.uk. The
Trustees look forward to hearing from
you.”

MU hasn’t so far been really up-to-date
with social media. But our world has
changed. The pandemic has changed
the way we communicate. I had never
Zoomed before 2020!
We are thinking about how we
might use social media to develop and
enrich our relationships particularly
with our overseas linked dioceses, to
keep more frequently in touch than
once a year for our Wave of Prayer
calendar slot in April. BUT WE NEED
YOUR HELP!!
If you are social media savvy
and are interested in being involved,
please let us know. Either contact me
at spirituality@muoxford.org.uk or
Jenny Searle at:
communications@muoxford.org.uk.
Denise Brown
Acting Prayer and Spirituality Unit
Coordinator
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Mothers’ Union
Partnering with the
Clewer Initiative

you downloaded the apps or made any
reports of your suspicions. Please let
us know by writing to the Focus
editor. The Clewer Initiative is
continually updating the information
on their website and they publish a
regular e-newsletter. Particularly for
those of you who don’t use the
internet, we are reprinting a recent
article which gives some pointers on
how to spot whether a child or young
adult is being targeted by county lines
gangs: one of the forms of modern
slavery.

Many of you will know that
Mothers’ Union is a partner with the
Clewer Initiative; an initiative set up by
the Archbishop’s Council to help tackle
modern slavery in the UK. Here in the
Oxford diocese we have been helping
members
and
non-members
understand what modern slavery is,
how to recognise it within our local
communities and what to do if you
suspect one or more forms of modern
slavery. We have speakers who can
come along and speak to groups or give
online talks over Zoom. Please contact
the diocesan office if you would like to
arrange a speaker for your group.
18th October is Anti-Slavery
Day and the Clewer Initiative are really
interested to know what we in
Mothers’ Union have been doing to
spread the word about this issue. So,
please tell us what you have been
doing. Have you been talking about
modern slavery to your families and
friends? Have you put up any posters?
Have you been praying about it? Have

Spotting the Signs of
County Lines
It can be difficult to know if a child
or young adult is being targeted by
county lines gangs.
Detective Inspector Anne Rannard
from the National County Lines
Coordination Centre has put together a
helpful list of potential signs.
• Being in possession of more
than one mobile phone.
• Do they have any obvious
signs of wealth?
• Do they appear nervous/
unfamiliar with the area?
• Are they travelling at unusual
times/travelling out of their
home area? (Possession of
train or bus tickets).
• Are they making/receiving
more calls or texts than usual?
• Are they avoiding staff/police?
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Has their behaviour changed –
becoming
secretive
or
withdrawn or isolating from
peers?
Are they going missing with
unexplained absences from
school, college, training, work
or appointments?
Have they talked about being
in debt?
Are they without their bank
card? Is there any unusual
activity on their account?
Have they been found with
large quantities of drugs or
weapons?
Expressions of invincibility, or
not caring what happens, as
‘others have their back’?
Possession of hotel keys or
cards or keys to unknown
premises.
Entering
or
leaving
vehicles/taxis
with
an
unknown adult.
New friendships, often with
the use of nicknames.

Branch Updates

Lockdown News from
Newport Pagnell
During the past months we,
as a Branch, have tried to maintain
contact with each other.
We have Zoom meetings on a
monthly basis when we would
normally meet. These take the form
of a short service, maybe with a
theme at Lent or Easter when
members are invited to contribute.
This is followed by a chat.
Quite a few members are not
comfortable with technology so a
newsletter is sent out periodically to
keep them updated.
If you would like to join our
Zoom meetings you would be very
welcome as we do not know when
we shall be able to meet physically.
The link may be obtained from the
parish office on 01908 611145
Each committee member has
a group of members for whom they
are responsible and they have been
keeping in touch with their group by
phone or other means which has
been well received.
Many
members
have
generously donated to AFIA as we
cannot fundraise at the moment.
Baby Basics has continued to
be well supported by our branch.
Knitting has been something to
occupy us when we have to stay in.

If you have suspicions you should
report your concerns to:
- your local police;
- the modern slavery helpline on
0800 0121 700.
Downloadable posters and awarenessraising resources are available at
www.theclewerinitiative.org/resources
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We then enrolled a new
member to our branch which was
exciting. This was followed by our
AGM which had been postponed from
February. Everyone agreed that
Elizabeth Dawson should become our
Branch Leader for the following year
and two more members volunteered
to join the committee. It seemed that
the committee had already been
planning ideas for the rest of 2021,
including a cream tea in August to raise
funds for AFIA. They were also
considering ideas for “Summer of
Hope” and had booked a speaker to
talk about “Literacy in Nigeria” in July.
Our Area Vice President, Valerie Bolan,
gave a short talk on the importance of
“kindness”. She was impressed by the
article in “Connected” (Spring issue
page 26) written by Bishop Emma
Ineson and shared her thoughts on
this.
During our meeting we were
reminded of the verses in Colossians
3:12-14 which say: “Therefore, as
God’s chosen people, holy and dearly
loved,
clothe
yourselves
with
compassion,
kindness,
humility,
gentleness and patience. Bear with
each other and forgive whatever
grievances you may have against one
another. Forgive as the Lord forgave
you. And over all these virtues put on
love, which binds them all together in
perfect unity.”
Maureen Weston

News to celebrate - we have
three new members who have just
joined our branch in spite of
lockdown: Sarah Mazzone (to be
Sarah Price in July), Jonathan Price
and Barbara Samm.
This is encouraging and has
lifted our spirits in these dark and
difficult times. We warmly welcome
them
and
celebrate
their
membership.
One of our longstanding
members, Barbara Simpson who is
now in a care home has joined the
Praying Fellowship. She will love to
still be a part of the Mothers’ Union.
We look forward to meeting again
physically, whenever that may be,
and getting a new programme up and
running.
Jennifer Mazzone

A New Beginning for
Abingdon Branch
Meeting together in person
for the first time this year on Tuesday 1
June was a great joy. Elizabeth
Dawson, our acting Branch Leader,
welcomed everyone as we sat three to
a table with our masks firmly in place.
She led our opening prayers, which
were marked with sadness as we
remembered two of our longstanding
members who had recently died within
a few days of each other, one of whom
was our much loved and respected
Branch Leader, Barbara Earl.
14

Wokingham All
Saints - Mothering
Sunday

Crowthorne Members
I have been collecting items for the
toiletry bags for the hospital. The
congregation have been very
generous and we have promises of
more items.
We are inviting members to
tea parties, still in small groups as
most people still feel more
comfortable that way rather than in
larger meetings. We are also phoning
round everyone on a regular basis.
We are keeping our fingers crossed
that we will be able to have proper
prayer and coffee mornings in the
church hall at the end of July and
August and then evensong in
September to launch our new
programme.
I was asked to take part in a
church video that was sent to our C
of E School to tell Year 3 children
about the work of the church. My
contribution consisted of aspects of
the work of the MU, including the
filling of one of our hospital bags. We
all received delightful letters of
thanks from the children and I
thought you would like to read a few
of their comments.
Ava wrote “I was impressed
to know that you raise money so
others can go on holiday”.
Nicole said “The most
interesting thing was that you were

For many years, Mothers’
Union members have traditionally
prepared posies to distribute during
our Mothering Sunday services to the
mothers (of any age) in our
congregation. As it was not possible
this year, our Rector, David Hodgson,
came up with a plan B.
With 80 posies required, eight
Mothers’ Union members each made
up 10 posies and, with the help of a few
members of the congregation (and the
Rector’s
Covid-secure
efficient
organisation for collecting and
assigning who would deliver each
batch), the posies were placed in
personalised gift bags, with a card and
a prayer, and delivered to the young
mums in our parish.
We have regular Wednesday
mums’ services in normal times and
Sue Howard, an MU member, has kept
up regular contact with them
throughout the pandemic. Whilst
normal activities have had to be
suspended, some members took part
in the Wave of Prayer, using Zoom, and
we certainly look forward to being able
to meeting in person before too long.
Keep up the good work,
Yours sincerely
Pam Creech

15

suppliers (if you would like more
details, please get in touch) that the
general public can use that are cheaper
than other outlets like Amazon Smile. I
have been using them to make up the
shortfall from your donations this year.
You can either send a contribution to
the Projects fund, or buy what you
would like to and I can collect from
you.
Each toiletry bag that we
supply contains mini toiletries: soap,
shower gel, shampoo/conditioner,
body lotion; also flannel, toothbrush,
toothpaste, small pack of tissues,
comb.
Thanks to the feedback during
a meeting with the Bicester evening
group we will also be supplying
disposable pants. We can’t do anything
at the moment but the plans are to
have some on the wards and some will
be left with Ronald McDonald House
when the parents who don’t have a
room there are permitted to use the
facilities.
Alison Bennett

visiting prison and helping mothers
with babies.
Also, I like the idea of

helping the children’s hospital and
giving out toilet bags”.
And the last word from Isaac
“I am amazed there are four million
people in the Mothers’ Union and I
could join even though I am not a
girl”.
Hopefully a few seeds have
been sown for future membership!
Penny Rickards

Hospital Project
Update
Volunteer ward visiting is still
not allowed, but I hope to be able to
help somewhere in the hospital soon.
Thank you for all your donations which
have come in over the past few
months, especially when you are not
going on holiday to collect the mini
toiletries. Lots of you are asking your
dentist/hygienist for toothpaste which
is wonderful. I have found some hotel
16

Christmas cakes
It might seem very strange to
be writing about these on a hot
summer day, but I need to enlist your
help this year. For some years I have
made mini Christmas cakes for each
room at Ronald McDonald House. That
has not been too onerous as the house
was much smaller (and last year the
house was not at full capacity due to
Covid-19). However, this year things
will (hopefully) be different and we will
need about 60 cakes!
If you could offer to make a
batch of these (with marzipan and
icing), I would be very grateful. They
need to be 7cm in diameter (around
two and a half inches) – I use food rings
and make 14 cakes from a 3 egg mix. I
can supply the cake boards, the bags
and ribbon to tie the bags. I would also
need you to either print a list of
ingredients (template supplied) or let
me have a list of everything you use. A
batch of gluten free cakes would be
welcome too! The icing is never very
elaborate – I use ready to roll icing with
a simple decoration on top –
sometimes bought, sometimes homemade. The staff and parents really
appreciate this small gesture. If you are
able to help by making some cakes
please get in touch with me on
01869 343760
or alison.bennett@hotmail.co.uk
Alison Bennett

I thought you'd like to know
that the knitted chicks we sent to the
children at Children Heard and Seen
were really appreciated. The children
loved that we had made them
individually and that having eaten the
egg they still had a finger puppet.
Thank you to all the great knitters.
I was invited to watch an
evening presentation that Sarah
Burrows and one of the mums gave to
another charity. It was aimed at
raising money to pay for someone to
work with families, specifically those
with a mother in prison. This has not
been done before with any group and
it amazingly raised over £28,000 in
about half an hour! I'd never seen
anything like it before.
The mum in the presentation,
Keeley, related how both of her
parents had been to prison and she
herself had been imprisoned. Her first
child was adopted outside her family
when she was in prison. Having been
referred to Social Services three years
ago she came to Children Heard and
Seen and came to terms with her
problems.
The mentoring really
helped her and the family. As a result
of encouragement to attend college
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she now has a university place. If you
want to find the video do look for the
charity on YouTube. Hopefully, Covid
regulations permitting, there will be a
weekend event at the charity
headquarters near Oxford in early July.
There will be at least 75
children attending and Mothers' Union
are helping by providing lots of
sleeping bags and wet weather gear,
particularly wellington boots. It will
really help that bulky kit won't need to
be carried round the country on trains!
I also applied to The Entertainer toy
shop for vouchers to buy outdoor
games. The children range in age from
2 to 16 so we've bought a bubble
machine, a couple of cricket bats and
markers for games. I've also donated
some things I had around that hadn't
been used, as you can see in the photo.

Thank you for all your support.
Please pray for the work of all the
charities we help.
Jean Vaughan
18

Baby Basics has now moved
into a larger warehouse that we are
sharing with Milton Keynes Foodbank
and another smaller charity. This has
given us a much larger area for storage

venture for 2021. The majority of
clients are referred because of
unemployment or a family crisis, and
we have supplied newborn kits for
mums who will be living in a
Travelodge room with their
newborn babies.
The items that we
are most in need of are
toiletries for mums (standard
size bottles), babies and
children, nappy cream and
nappy bags, and other
consumables for mums and
their children. We are well
stocked with baby clothes of
all sizes, but clothing for
children 3 years and over is in
short supply.
Please continue to pray for these
families and volunteers at Baby Basics.

Baby Basics laundered clothing

and now means that we can accept and
sort donations as well as fulfil the
referrals that come in. Here are
some photos of our new
warehouse space.
The statistics for Baby
Basics make for interesting but
troubling reading. Up to the end
of May we had helped 425
families in the Milton Keynes
postcode area. This breaks down
to 53 newborn kits and 372
referrals for older children (we
support families with children up
to age 5). We also supplied 48
new mums’ hospital kits; a new

Baby Basics newborn clothing area
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ordered 150 2022 diaries, 25 planners
and 50 calendars so please let me
know a.s.a.p. what you and your
branch/church/community would like
and I can get them to you at the
Autumn meeting at Benson (all being
well) or post them out to you
sometime in October.
Autumn/winter catalogues
will be out in July/ August and this year
Mary Sumner House have offered to
post out catalogues rather than send
them all to reps which is a great
help. I have therefore sent them a list
of all the people who placed an order
with me during the last year so
hopefully those who are keen to order
should receive catalogues within the
next month.
Christmas cards will be on sale
shortly but I will not be placing my
main stock order until I return from NZ
at the end of August. However, if you
or your branch wish to place an order
over £60 (to eliminate postal charges)
then please let me have the details by
email and I can place your order
a.s.a.p. I continue to be kept very busy
here helping to look after four grandchildren aged from four weeks to nine
years but am enjoying every minute.
Keep safe and well
With my love and prayers
Tricia Campbell

Baby Basics sorting the donations

If you have any donations please
contact me on:
webmaster@muoxford.org.uk
or get in touch with Eve and we will
arrange to collect your items.
Thank you for your continued
prayer and practical support
Rachel Buckley

MU Enterprises
Hello from New Zealand. I
hope you are all enjoying your new
found partial freedom and some
summer weather. Although it is
autumn coming into winter here the
weather has been better than
anticipated with temperatures still in
the high teens although mornings and
evenings are chilly. I receive weekly
updates from MU Retail at Mary
Sumner House and have just pre20

Revd David & Elizabeth
Knight (Diocesan Member)
celebrated their Golden
Wedding on 8th July

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CELEBRATIONS
In the Celebrations section of Focus
we will publish the following:
• 90, 95, 100 and 100+
birthdays;
• 50 and 60 wedding
anniversaries;
• MU Long Service Awards.
Please include photos if possible &
remember to get the permission of
the individual concerned.

Audrey Wilks (Earley St
Nicolas Branch)
celebrated her 90th birthday
on May 25th

Sheila & Michael Hutchings
celebrated their Diamond
Wedding on 1st July
Liz & Eric Curling
celebrated their Golden
Wedding
Sheila & John Johnson
celebrated their Golden
Wedding
Alex & Linda Ramsay
(Newport Pagnell Branch
Treasurer)
celebrate their Golden
Wedding on July 23rd
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Pray with Us
We pray for the work of the
Mothers’ Union in our diocese
and throughout the world.
We pray for:
Mothers’
Union
members
worldwide. For leaders, trustees,
for unit members, for helpers,
innovators, and fundraisers, and
especially for our grass roots
members who uphold us with
prayer and work within their
communities.
We pray for the health of the
world. May we do all that we can
to keep our world safe, as
caretakers of God’s creation.
We pray that we are sustained and
strengthened by the vision of Mary
Sumner, that women would
support one another, and uphold
the integrity of marriage and family
life.
We
pray
that
western
governments and leaders will
follow through with the pledges
made at G7, to supply vaccine to
the poorest countries in the world.
Until we are all safe, no one is safe.

CELEBRATIONS
CONTINUED

MARY SUMNER’S
PRAYER

Sheila & Tony Bryant
had to celebrate their 60th
Wedding Anniversary
quietly at home in the
middle of the second Covid
wave on 18th March, but
appreciated all the cards,
gifts and good wishes they
received

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

This summer, we mark 100 years
since the death of Mary Sumner,
who led a remarkable and inspiring
life, and whose legacy still urges
women to work and support
marriage and family life, and to care
for one another throughout the
world.

All this day, O lord,
Let me touch as many
lives as possible for thee;
And every life I touch,
Do though by thy spirit
quicken,
Whether through
The word I speak,
The prayer I breathe,
Or the life I live.
Amen.
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Betty & John Jowett
celebrate their Diamond
Wedding on 29th July

Carol & Michael Charles
celebrated their Golden
Wedding Anniversary on the
17th April with a lovely,
peaceful walk on the
Berkshire Downs
Beryl Nunn
turned 90 on 29th June and
was delighted by the
Surprise Party arranged for
her
Rosemary & Ernie
Cunningham
celebrated their Golden
Wedding Anniversary on 3rd
July with a family meal and a
rowing boat excursion on the
river Thames at Henley

TRIENNIAL ELECTIONS for AREA VICE PRESIDENTS 2021:
NOMINATION FORM
Name of the person you are nominating:
……………………………......................................................................
Area: N. Bucks / S. Bucks / E. Berks (delete as necessary)
Their address:
…………………………….................................................................
...............................................................................................
Your name:
……………………………..................................................................
Your address
……………………………..................................................................
................................................................................................

Branch/Diocesan* Member (*please delete as appropriate)
Signature
…………………………….……...........................................................
Date

………../..………/2021
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Dates for your diary
Monday 9 August
Mary Sumner Day
Saturday 25 September
MU Annual Gathering
Sunday 10th-17th October
Prisons Week
Monday 18th October
Anti-Slavery Day
Thursday 21 October
AGM & Autumn Meeting in Benson Village Hall
Please check www.muoxford.org.uk for Zoom meeting details

News from the Focus Team
Copy Deadline for Autumn Edition is: 15 October 2021
Letters to the Editor - please write to us about things happening in
Mothers’ Union across the diocese and tell us what you think of Focus
and the events you have attended. We’d love to have your feedback
and any suggestions for further improvements. Please send all your
contributions to focus.editor@muoxford.org.uk
Please send photos of any events you have held over the summer
so we can include them in the autumn edition of Focus, we would
love to see what you have been doing!
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