
Press release from the Mothers’ Union in the Diocese of Oxford 

16 Days of Activism Against Gender Based Violence 
 

 

Press reports have highlighted that cases of domestic 

violence have increased during the lockdown and as a 

result of the other impacts of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 

 

 

16 Days of Activism against gender-based violence is an international campaign, where the Mothers’ Union 

joins with around 6,000 organisations from approximately 187 countries to raise awareness of, and call for 

an end to, gender-based violence in all forms and in all societies. 

It takes place each year from 25 November (International Day for the Elimination of Violence against 

Women) until 10 December (International Human Rights Day). 

Gender-based violence is any act of violence or abuse which is directed 

at an individual or group on the basis of their gender. It is important to 

note, therefore, that both women and men can be made targets of 

gender-based violence. However, it has been widely acknowledged that 

the majority of persons affected by gender-based violence are women 

and girls, as a result of unequal distribution of power in society between 

women and men. 

The Mothers’ Union will continue to campaign through our 4 

million members in 84 countries, for an end to gender-based 

violence around the world. 

 

On 5th December the campaign will focus on the disturbing figure from 

the World Health Organisation that “1 in 3 women worldwide have 

experienced domestic or sexual abuse”. The Mothers’ Union as a 

leading women’s organisation believe this figure of 1 in 3 to be 

unacceptable and are using this Global Day to raise awareness of the 

issues and to encourage more people in our communities to get 

involved and demand change.   

The 16 Days of Activism against Gender Based Violence Campaign is 

part of the wider work of the Mothers’ Union to support communities to 

help end gender-based violence and to practically help those affected 

by it. 

 
 

Further information: https://www.mothersunion.org/projects/16-days-activism-against-gender-based-

violence  

 

 

The UK police receive 

a call every minute 

about domestic abuse, 

89 percent are about a 

woman being abused 

by a man 

 

Join in                   

‘No more 1 in 3’ 
On 5th December 

2020 the Mothers’ 

Union will hold a 

Global Day focused on 

the disturbing figure 

that “1 in 3 women 

worldwide have 

experienced domestic 

or sexual abuse” 
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